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News From The East

Brothers and Sisters,
Spring is quickly approaching and we have some great events
coming up!
*March 18th will be our annual Beer, Wine, and Cheese fundraiser.
Note that “Beer” is added this year! Our thanks to brother, Dr. Mike
Kauss for his persistence and hard work in charging this event;
and all the brothers who have, and continue to put in the hard
work to make this event a continued success!

*April 22nd we will have a family movie night. Bring the kids down
for some pizza, a movie, and great fellowship. This event is an
open invitation for all our Masonic brothers, sisters, and families.
Lastly, I would like to take this time to send out thoughts and prayers to Worshipful Brother Glen Gober. Glen’s health has prevented
him from coming to lodge, so we are brought the lodge to him on
March 12th he is at Pathstone living in Mankato. Room 3410. Brother Glen tirelessly worked as our Outreach Chair before we even
created the position this year. He was active in running our Red
Kettle fundraising around the holidays, and sent out this newsletter to all the brothers. Of course, he was a wonderful past master,
and has provided wisdom to us younger brothers; especially this
younger brother; over the years. This is not a goodbye brother.
We hope and pray that your health improves and you can come
back to lodge, but we just wanted to thank you for all you’ve done
for Mankato #12 over the years!
We thank all our past masters, and will pay tribute to them at a
Past Master’s dinner in November!
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Masonic Quote
“Masonic labor is purely a
labor of love. He who seeks
to draw wages in gold or silver will be disappointed. The
wages of a mason are earned
and paid in their dealings
with one another: Sympathy
that begets sympathy, kindness begets kindness, helpfulness begets helpfulness
and there are the wages of a
mason.”
Brother Ben Franklin
Source: quotesgram.com
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Lodge Education
I would like to start out by saying that I’m very pleased and excited by the
amount of interest and participation I’m seeing in several of our newest brethren. It leads me to believe that the future of Mankato Lodge is in very good
hands.
I have been presented with some very good questions about Freemasonry,
questions that show that the brothers are thinking about Masonry outside of
lodge, and are constantly seeking to “make a daily advancement in Masonic
knowledge” and obtain “more light in Masonry.” I appreciate this interest because it shows that they are genuinely interested in using Masonry as a path
to self-improvement. In the past, I have written about how the difference between Masonry and other civic and fraternal organizations is that we have
centuries of history, tradition, and philosophy as our underpinnings. I also
appreciate it, because in my role as Grand Lodge Education Officer, I have to
write 18 different columns a year; six for the Minnesota Mason newspaper,
and 12 for the Minnesota eMason electronic newsletter. Several times I have
been able to take questions that were posed to me and develop them into columns, so keep ‘em coming!
As a lot of you know, I make it a point to do some reading of Masonic books or
journals every day. Currently, I’m reading a book that I’d like to recommend to
you. It’s called The Freemason at Work by W. Bro. Harry Carr. Brother Carr
was the secretary and editor of Quatuor Coronati Lodge in London, the premier lodge of Masonic research in the world. Active membership in the lodge is
only by invitation, and consists of the top Masonic researchers in the
world. (Any Mason can join the Quatuor Coronati Correspondence Circle to
receive their annual proceedings; I have belonged for quite some time.) Because of their status, Masons often contact them with questions about history, procedure, philosophy, etc. Brother Carr would research their questions in
depth, and answer to the best of his ability. He finally took some of the questions that he thought were of general interest and put them into a book, which
has been revised since his death by Frederick Smyth, a well-regarded Masonic
author and Past Master of Quatuor Coronati.

Brothers and Sisters,
Eternal Spirit, giver of all life
whose essence is love, as we
continue the journey of life we
ask for your blessed presence. Guide us into Your eternal plan. May we learn to love
more graciously and more
specifically. Bless our country, our order, all our officers
and Masons everywhere. May
our symbols of morality help
us to turn away from the siren
songs of our day. May we be
steadfast in our faith? We
thank you for our families and
bless them everyone. We
thank you for Masonry and
that we are part of Your work
through the Craft.
So mote it be
Source—
themasonictrowel.com

While a great deal of the book is about English Masonry, I am finding it fascinating to read some of the significant differences between the way we do
things here and the way they’re done in England. Brother Carr often notes
these differences, and expounds on the way they’re done in America as well
as other countries. One comment he made that I found particularly interesting
is that American ritual is much closer to ancient “pre-union” ritual than the
various workings practiced in England today.
I found answers to questions I have long wondered about, as well as answers
to questions I didn’t even realize I had until I read the chapter, and reacted,
“yeah, that’s a good question, why is that?” For example, is our working tool
properly called a compass (as it is in Minnesota ritual) or a compasses, as
many brethren insist? Why do we set the wardens’ columns up and down at
different times during communications?
I’ll let you find the answers to these and other interesting questions for yourself. The book is available at http://www.amazon.com/Freemason-At-WorkHarry-Carr/dp/0853181896.

Column By:
By Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins
Grand Lodge Education Officer

Looking For a Book Recommendation? Check out this book!

“The Freemason at Work”
by Brother Harry Carr

Book Recommendation by Brother Mark Robbins of Mankato
Lodge 12.

Cereal Chapter #2, O.E.S.

Brothers and Sisters,
I hope this letter finds you well. We are attempting to
reach out and get back in contact with Brothers whom
we haven’t seen or heard from in a while.
We would love to have an opportunity to speak with
you and see if there is anything that we could do to
help facilitate your involvement with the lodge. It
would also be nice just to have a few minutes to get to
know members of the lodge that I haven’t had the
pleasure to meet yet.

Good Day Sisters and Brothers,

Welcome to March. The first stated meeting in March (March 9 at 7 pm) is our Annual Meeting. There will be committee reports and election of Officers for the ensuing year. March 23 at 7 pm will be a
closed Installation. Members
please attend and join in the fellowship
and refreshments following the Annual
Meeting and Installation.
For the 2016-2017 term, refreshments will
be at 6 pm except for Initiation, installation, Friendship Night and Grand Family
Official Visits. Please note as this is a
change from previous year(s).
December 2015 you received in a mailing
the Christmas letter, a Dues Statement,
and notification of By-law changes. Our
secretary, Janis St.Onge, has used this
mailing to complete a current Membership
List. Thank you for your assistance in returning your information and
any information of unknown addresses of
our members. Keeping in touch is imperative. Please send your 2016-17 dues.
Delores Lutterall has graciously gifted
an inscribed plush theater seat
In the Gideon S. Ives Auditorium in the MN
Masonic Heritage Center honoring Cereal
Chapter No. 2. Cereal Chapter is the oldest OES Chapter in MN. Thank you, Sister
Delores, for dedicating the seat to Cereal
Chapter.
See you in Chapter! March 9 and 23 and
April 13. You will be warmly welcomed!
Fraternally yours,
Paula Thiede, Worthy Matron
Matt Lauters, Worth Patron

Our meetings are on the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month at 7pm. We meet at Rounder’s at 6pm prior to the first meeting and at the lodge prior to the second for some good food and fellowship.
Please give Chris or myself a call and leave a message
with your name and contact number. We look forward
to hearing from you!
Fraternally Yours,
Brother Jerry Brown, JD (507)-381-4583
Brother Chris Howerton, Chaplain (507)-420-6768

EVENTS TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR!
You don’t want to miss them!

Pictured above you will see our brothers visiting Worshipful Brother Glenn Gober . Our visit was a
great success! It was great to see him and know that he is doing well!

Brothers in addition to attending the wine tasting
make sure that you are selling your tickets and
trying to solicit door prizes for this amazing
charitable event!

Beyond Mankato Lodge

As always brothers and sisters, in all of our actions please make
sure that we do all we can to uphold the values of masonry in every thought, word, and deed.

The
LIGHTer
Side
One night (a long time ago in a jurisdiction far, far, away) a brother was
heading home after indulging a bit too
much at the festive board after his
lodge meeting.
He was weaving a little across the
path, steadying himself against the
lamp-posts.
A concerned policeman saw him, and
walked over.

Lodge Charity Committee

Many of our brothers and sisters are working hard to put together
and conduct charity events in the next few months. Please make
sure that we are doing all we can to help each other be successful. Your hard work and dedication does not go unnoticed. Every
thing that we do for each other helps us to all grow closer together
in masonry.

"Well sir, where are we going at this
time of night, eh?" he asked.
The brother replied "I, officer, am going to a lecture on Masonry!"
Bemused, the policeman asked, "And
just where are you going to hear a
lecture on Masonry at this time of
night?"

The brother replied, "From my wife!!!"
Source: masonic-humor.html
From the Editor
Don’t forget to check the web site for updates:
www.mankatomasons.org.

Brandon Hebert

Contact Us
If you have a news worthy story
that you would like to have appear
in our news
letter let us know about it!
I would also welcome feedback,
questions, or concerns.
AF&AM Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Phone:
641-426-0612

Email: editor@
mankatomasons.org
Web Page:
www.mankatomasons.org

Do You Have Something You
Would Like Advertised?

Let Us Know About it!

Facebook Page:
“Mankato Lodge #12”

