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TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East

Brothers and Friends,
I would like to start by saying thank you to the Brothers of Mankato Lodge 12 for entrusting me
with the honor of being Master for the coming year. I would also like to thank my Lodge Officers
who have been so supportive. We are all working together to develop a cohesive vision of how to
bring our Lodge into the future so we can maintain membership and be able to give back to our
community.
As I look back on the last few years I am humbled by the success that our Lodge has had. We have
added charitable and social events that have helped us grow closer as Brothers and as friends. The success we have had
would not have been possible without the dedication and support of all of our Brothers past and present. I cannot express
how much the new friendships I have made have enriched my life and my families.
As I look to the future the Lodge shows no signs of slowing down. The officers coming through the line have a wealth of
knowledge, experience and drive. We are making building improvements, adding new charitable and social events and
growing others. I will endeavor as Master to keep this momentum going throughout the year and to do what I can to ensure it continues for many years to come. Brothers, if you haven’t been to Lodge in a while please consider returning.
Please see our schedule for the next few months in the Upcoming Events section of this issue. I hope to meet many of you
this year.
Jerry Brown, WM

Dear Sisters and Brothers of Cereal Chapter #2 in Mankato,
It seems amazing that 2018 is here and we are nearly into February already. I remember people telling me that the time goes
by faster with each year and I did not want to believe it but I think they may be on to something.
I am hoping that one of your New Year’s resolutions is to be as active as possible with your Eastern Star membership. Plan to
attend meetings and visit other chapters when the weather is good. Otherwise, please call another member to check up on
them and also to keep your star relationships strong. The wonderful people that you have met through our beautiful order
can be some of the best lifelong friends you will ever find.
Continued on Page 2,
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Continued from page 1,
I know I will be thinking of my Eastern Star friends on Valentine’s Day. Maybe you might enjoy sending a special Valentine
wish to those members who make your heart happy. I am so thrilled that we at Cereal are promoting our very own “Have a
Heart” project for Grand Chapter. It is such a wonderful way to support our Masonic Home in three ways. First, the $2.00
for each heart goes to the Masonic Home projects. Second, the hearts will decorate our Grand Chapter in May where everyone can enjoy them in St. Cloud. And third, the hearts will be distributed to our Masonic Home residents after Grand
Chapter so the residents will have a lasting memory of our caring about them.
We are nearly half way to our goal of 1000 hearts being purchased through Cereal Chapter. Please consider donations of $2
each to help. You may send your checks made out to Cereal Chapter #2 OES to:
Have A Heart Project, 403 Moreland Avenue , Mankato, MN 56001
Please continue collecting your clean plastic bottle caps for the Children’s Museum. Bring them to a meeting or pass them
along to another member who could deliver them on your behalf.
Our next scheduled meeting is March 14th. This is election night and we will be looking for officers to fill our ranks for the
2018-2019 term. We hope you will seriously consider taking an office. We understand that you may not be able to attend
every meeting but we would value your input. Please know that we want you and need you.
The final meeting for March is on the 28th and the first meeting for April is the 11th. It will be up to the next Worthy Matron
-elect to request her Installation date at the March 14th meeting. We will try to keep you posted on the exact Installation
date. We certainly want you there to be able to show your support for the new corps of officers.
It has been a joy and honor to serve as your Worthy Matron for 2017-2018. It has been my privilege to serve with Ted
Smith as Worthy Patron. He has been a great example of kindness and caring in action for me. I have been intrigued by his
“candy” talks and he has been my right hand man on my left hand side in the East. Thank you Ted, for your service.
Eastern Star has been one of the great joys of my life. We have challenges that we can work together to solve and goals to
be met. Our heroines give us fine examples of the teachings to follow with our actions. Please remember that our members are valuable gifts to our order. I hope we will all remember to treat each other with kindness and respect.
We have had great lines of communication with the Masons from the Mankato Lodge this year and it has been a good
working environment with Junior Past Master, Mike and our new Master, Jerry. We are lucky to have these good men as
resources. It was very special to have so many Brothers come to our Masonic honoring in December. It was a great evening
of fellowship and I am sorry that those of you who missed it could not be there.
The Lodge and Star are updating the Temple Times address list and NEED YOUR HELP. Please send me a message confirming your current preferred email address. (Include your name with the address so I can cross reference them). I also need
to know if you are receiving duplicate paper copies in the mail. We need to confirm that only one paper copy per household is being delivered to keep the mailing costs in line. Reach me via email: cjstar22@icloud.com or C J Brase, 1675 Oakview Drive, Owatonna, MN 55060. Please call me with any questions at 507-451-2000
Again, Happy 2018 to each of you and I hope this year brings you many memories to cherish. We will be winding down the
term over the next two months and I thank each of you who helped Cereal Chapter in any way. You are one of the blessings
of Eastern Star membership.
Fraternally,
C J Brase, Worthy Matron
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Lodge Education
If you frequent Masonic groups on Facebook like I do, what I’m about to discuss is very familiar to
you. If a brother decides to post a picture of his Masonic square and compass ring on his hand, you
can make book on someone, within the hour, telling him that he’s wearing it wrong. Then follows
dozens and dozens of posts debating whether the ring is “supposed to be worn” with the points of
the compass pointing out (toward the fingertips) or pointing in (towards the wearer.)
These posts usually include phrases like “I was always taught” or “our Deputy District Grand Master
told me” or “the most knowledgeable Mason I’ve ever known says…” They then proceed to confidently tell others of the “correct way” to wear the ring. The interesting thing is that these brothers
are equally confident that theirs is the correct explanation, even though it’s the exact opposite of another brother’s equally
confident reason. Some of the explanations I’ve read follow:
You wear the ring points in, because when you took your obligation, that’s how you saw the S&C on the altar, with the
compass points toward you. That way your ring always reminds you of your obligation.
You wear it points in until you’ve been a Master of a lodge, then points out, because the brethren in the lodge see the
points towards them, while the Master sitting in the east sees the points away from him.
You wear it to show whether you’re “off or on.” In other words, points out if you’re open to being “challenged” on your
Masonic knowledge, and willing to spread your “light” to the world; points in if you are not.
Points up, toward heaven, shows your aspirations. Points down represents the blessings of heaven being sent down.
“As above, so below.”
The challenge is then issued to cite any Grand Lodge rule on the issue, or to show where in any of the “old charges” there is
anything about the proper display of the square and compass. There have been those who say “I’m sure my Grand Lodge
has a rule; I’ll find it and get back to you.” But they never do.
So, is there any “correct” way to wear a Masonic ring? Let’s look at some of what has been written on the subject. There is
no question that all other displays of the square and compass are to be with the points down. On a wall, a flag, a lapel pin, a
shirt, the points are down. It would then follow that the ring would be worn with the points down, or away from the wearer, and for the same reason, that when others see the emblem, they recognize it.
A masonic ring with the emblem on the front is a “signet ring.” Historically, signet rings were
worn as a symbol of power and authority by kings and bishops. They were used to place the
seal of their office in sealing wax on official documents. In order to have the symbol appear
right side up on the document, it would be worn so that the wearer could simply “make a
fist” and press the ring into the molten wax. In our case, that would also be points toward
the fingertips. The picture at the right is the “ring of the fisherman” as worn by the Pope.
However, other writers say that it would be worn so that one could simply extend the hand
and rotate the wrist to impress the design into the wax. I’m willing to bet that it involved the
personal preference of the wearer.
Academic class rings are also debated, but the most common “rule” expressed is that it should be worn facing the wearer
while he/she is still a student (generally seniors only,) and turned away upon graduation, to symbolize leaving school and
going out into the world. I read of a university that holds a “ring dance” a few weeks before graduation where the turning of
the ring is a formal ceremony. What would be the Masonic analog for this tradition? Perhaps the one about before and after
sitting in the east?
So, what have we learned from all this? Only that there is no agreement on the “correct” way to wear a Masonic ring. There
is no rule. If any of the explanations above makes sense to you and would give meaning to your act of displaying the ring, by
all means adopt it for your use. It’s your ring; wear it how it makes sense to you. I attach no symbolism to how I wear mine; I
just think that it looks upside down to wear it points up. Wear your ring with pride, remembering to bring credit to the fraternity while representing it. Just please, please, don’t correct another brother and tell him that he’s wearing it “wrong.”
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins
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The January 20th Jobs Dance was a big success, with 360
couples attending this years event. Along with 900 parents
and friends attending the Grand March.

On January 7th, Bethel #9 installed this terms
officer line: HQ Xandra Zachmann, SP Rain
Clark, JP Josephine Krediet, Guide Tori Zachmann and Marshall Ashley Marks.

Bethel #9 had a wonderful time at the DeMolay Decades
Dance at the Anoka Lodge.

Congratulations to Michaela Zachmann and Adri
Lobitz on achieving your Majority!
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
BLUE LODGE CALENDAR
February
Monday, 12th – 6PM Officers Meeting
Monday, 12th – 7PN Building Committee
Tuesday, 13th—6PM Dinner at Loose Moose
Tuesday, 13th—7PM Stated Communication
Saturday, 17th—Valentines Mystery Dinner
Tuesday, 27th—6PM Dinner at Lodge
Tuesday, 27th—7PM Special Communication

March

Mankato Lodge #12 2018 Lodge Officer!

Monday, 12th – 6PM Officers Meeting
Monday, 12th – 7PM Building Committee
Tuesday, 13th—6PM Dinner at Loose Moose
Tuesday, 13th—7PM Stated Communication
Friday, 23rd—Wine Tasting
Tuesday, 27th—6PM Dinner at Lodge
Tuesday, 27th—7PM Special Communication

April
Monday, 9th – 6PM Officers Meeting
Monday, 9th – 7PM Building Committee

PM Michael Krediet
passing the Gavel to
incoming Master
Jerry Brown.

It was a good turnout for
Movie Night at the Lodge
in January. Spiderman:
Homecoming was a hit.

Tuesday, 10th—6PM Dinner at Loose Moose
Tuesday, 10th—7PM Stated Communication
Friday, 13th-15th—165th Grand Lodge
Tuesday, 24th—6PM Dinner at Lodge
Tuesday, 24th—7PM Special Communication

The Super Bowl party and Chili contest was a lot of fun! We had
7 chili’s entered into the contest this year and they were all fantastic!
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

Congratulations to Brothers Michael
Clark and Jared Kahle who were passed
to the degree of Fellowcraft at the

Congratulations to Brothers Doug
Avery, Joshua Downey, Jared Juliar,
Michael Jacobs, Charles Vokal and
Thomas Wilkins on being raised as
Master Masons at the One Day to
Masonry!

WB Michael Krediet accepting the Champions
Apron at the this years Chili Contest!

Brother Brock judging the
Chili’s! Thank you Brother Brock
for figuring out the Lodge’s new
sound system! It worked great
for the Super Bowl party!

Eric Mundt and his daughter Jori attending
the Zurah Shrine Circus! Jobi Eleanor Krediet
riding an elephant at the circus!

Blue Sky Lodge of Perfection Installed their
2018 Lodge Officers!
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

Please join Mankato Lodge #12 for our 8th Wine tasting fundraiser. Sponsored by HyVee Hilltop (https://
www.facebook.com/HilltopHV/) and the The Cheese Cave in Faribault, MN (https://www.facebook.com/TheCheese-Cave-147293403019/). In addition to wine, we will be sampling beer and cheese. Try your luck with door
prizes and/or a raffle, or make your own luck with the silent auction. Proceeds will benefit local students through
contributions to local educational, nutritional and sport programs. Purchase your tickets for $30 at HyVee Hilltop
Wine and Spirits, call us at 507-387-2665,contact us through our Facebook page, or email us at
charty@mankatomasons.org. Tickets $35 at the door.

Chaplains Corner
Grand Architect of the Universe,
Lord God, Great Architect of the Universe,
who has so inspired the ancient members of our Craft
that in the bond of brotherhood they met each others needs
and first of all men came together in the hidden mysteries handed down to us,
give us, we beseech Thee, grateful hearts,
that in joyful service we may bring relief to the unfortunate,
and in perfect loyalty both preserve our trust and leave behind us
an increased inheritance.
So mote it be.
http://masonicgraces.com/
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor
Happy Valentines day everyone.
Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

Contact Us

Masonic Quote
“If you want to know where the
future of Freemasonry will grow
and prosper it’s simple: In your
heart, in my heart, and in the
hearts of those who follow it..”—
Conrad Hahn
Source: http://masonicfind.com/
masonic-picture-quotes-bymasonicfind-com

Mankato Lodge #12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato,
MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com
IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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