Issue #25 July-August, 2019

TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East

Fellow Brothers of Lodge 12,
I hope you are all doing well and have had a good summer. On September 9th we come back from our summer dark period.
Dinner is at 6pm at the Flask and our Stated Meeting will be at 7pm. We have a lot of items to cover and we hope to see
you there. We have been slowly working on Lodge improvements. We have air conditioners for upstairs now that I am very
excited to have installed. We will be working on installing these over the next few months. I am looking forward to seeing
everyone again and am sure there will be some great stories about all of our summer activities. Until then remember the
tenants of Masonry in your daily lives; relief, truth and Brotherly love. See you at Lodge.
Jerry Brown, Secretary

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
The summer is going by faster than we think. Our friendship night will be on August 14th, the school of instruction will be on September 11th. October 9th will be a regular meeting. November 13th we will be entertaining the
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron with an official visit. We welcome them and some of their Grand
officers. We have sent out invitations, but we hope any of our members are encouraged to attend. We will have
planned a very interesting and fun evening. Our meetings start at 7:00pm, so an earlier start should make it possible for some of our older members to attend.
I have included the information we received from Grand Chapter and projects for this OES year. The motto for the
year is “The R0ARING 20's, Focus on Service. It’s time to kick up your heels, be creative, and have FUN doing what
you can in service to others. The projects are the following:
ROARING for the CURE. The cancer project will continue to support the research at the Masonic Cancer Center, U.
of M. The Cancer Benefit Dinner and entertainment will be on November 2 nd at the Heritage Center at the Minnesota Masonic Home.
ROARING to LEARN: We will continue to support our three Eastern Star Scholarships: ESTARL for those pursuing
leadership in religious fields. M. Josephine Ruhsam Scholarship Fund for graduating high school seniors. Pat Rasmusson Continuing Education Fund for students not in the above two categories
ROARING for KIDS: Continued support of the Masonic Children's Hospital at the University of Minnesota in a variety of ways.
ROARING for COMMUNITY: Be visible in your community as you support your community's needs, take
pictures, send to local papers, Temple Times and Starlites. Let Cereal Chapter know about what you have done no
matter how small the service may be.
Continued on Page 2,
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Continued from page 1,
ROARING for the ROSE: At Grand Chapter in May we approved to help with the cost of a new ROSE stained glass
window in the now under construction new OES chapel at the Masonic Home. It will be a multi-year effort.
ROARING for SERVICE: The focus this year will be to raise funds to support SERVICE DOGS. Our focus will be to
raise funds to support “HELPING PAWS” an accredited service dog organization, with donations specified to help
fund service dogs for veterans.
Our own Chapter will be supporting the children's museum & the three scholarship's. If you know of any student
who you might think would be eligible for any of these scholarship's, please let myself or any member know, applications are available.
We need your participation and attendance to help our “Star shine even brighter 2019 – 2020 chapter year.
Fraternally yours,
Barbara Spencer, Worthy Matron, (507) 726-2155
Ted Smith, Worthy Patron

Mankato T-Birds
What a great time everyone one had out in Aberdeen South Dakota for the MSA competition, 2 parades that went great all
the way to the Osman parking lot competition on Friday afternoon.
Congrats to Calvin Barfnecht, Eric Mundt, Jared Khale, and Brock Petersen for taking 1st place in the muilt-wheel light weight
division. Even with the down pour of rain it was still a blast and added a new obstacle to the track, the BIG water puddle.
The fall banquet does not have a date of yet, but as soon as details come out we will let everyone know, watch for your invite.
I would like to give a big thanks to all the Shriners that made the parades this summer and all the help that was given to get us
to where we are now, thanks for all the help and good times.
We give you 4 wheels but you only need 2!
Brock Petersen, Mankato T-Birds President
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The Jobes pictured with their T-Birds car! They
will be going to Jobie Camp in mid-August.

Lodge Education
Brethren, I’m more bothered than ever about what I see happening on “social media” outlets.
Twitter is so filled with bile and anger that I’ve completely stopped looking at it. Facebook isn’t a
whole lot better. Pictures of people’s food and cat memes have largely been replaced with political
screeds. Not only has Freemasonry not been exempt from it, but the contention and hostility on
some of the Masonic groups is among the worst.
We were supposed to have started working on “subduing our passions” back in the Entered Apprentice degree. We are taught to identify the flaws on our ashlars, and use the working tools we are
given to chip them away. Yet Masons resort to calling each other names over the slightest disagreement. Everything seems to be “binary;” either you’re 100% in agreement or you’re the enemy.
Two years ago, I wrote about this for the Grand Lodge e-newsletter. I’ll excerpt that column here:
My topics for discussion in these columns often are inspired by things I see in the online world; social media such as
Facebook groups or subject-specific Masonic message boards. This one is such a topic, and one that I think needs to
be a subject for discussion.
The subject is Masonic discussion of politics. Now, we all know that discussion of politics is forbidden in lodge. This
prohibition started in Great Britain as a result of the Unlawful Societies act of 1799. England was anticipating a
French invasion, and many groups were springing up that would meet the definition of “secret societies,” with questionable loyalty to the British crown, if not outright hostility to it. I won’t go into great detail about the legislation
and the debate surrounding its enactment, but it banned any groups that required any oath of secrecy not authorized by law. Freemasonry was initially caught up in the net, however the Grand Masters of the competing
“Moderns” and “Antients” Grand Lodges were able to successfully intervene on behalf of Freemasonry. It probably
helped that they were both noblemen, with the 4 th Duke of Atholl being the GM of the Antients, and the Earl of Moira being GM of the Moderns. They were allowed to continue to operate as long as they did not discuss politics at all,
and that annually they provided to the government the names, locations, and meeting times of their lodges, along
with a current roster of their membership. (This reporting requirement was eliminated as part of the Criminal Justice Act of 1967.)
We continue this tradition today, in very large part because a discussion of partisan politics is very likely to cause
contention rather than harmony among the members of a lodge. However, it appears that there is considerable
uncertainty as to how far this prohibition does and/or should extend. Is it over when the Worshipful Master declares
the lodge closed, the VSL closed and lesser lights extinguished? Does it extend to the informal fellowship before and
after tyling? How about completely outside of lodge, and in the “cyber” world?
Continued on page 4;
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Lodge Education
Continued from page 3,
It’s no secret that the recent election has created considerable contention. It has not abated in the
months since the election. It is certainly one of the most contentious times politically in my lifetime,
perhaps since the Viet Nam era. It is made more of an issue by the existence of “social media” and
the internet. The anonymity provided by the online environment often emboldens the worst instincts
in people. I have seen Masons call each other vile names over their political beliefs, knowing each
other to be Masons. This behavior has manifested itself on both ends of the political spectrum.
When someone points out that Masons are supposed to avoid political discussion, someone inevitably replies along the lines of “that’s in a tyled lodge. This isn’t a tyled lodge; I can say whatever I want to here.”
Whether the poster can say “whatever I want” online will certainly vary by jurisdiction. In Minnesota, we are required to always show respect to the fraternity, its members, and families (see https://www.mn-masons.org/lodgeresources/computer-internet-policy for further clarification.) But beyond that, it raises the concept “just because
you can, it doesn’t mean you should.” Let’s consider the underlying concept behind the prohibition on discussion in
lodge: Masonic brotherhood and harmony. You want to debate and argue politics with your non-Mason friends?
Fine, as long as you remember that you are a Mason, and as such should conduct yourself in a manner that reflects
positively on the craft. However, in an environment where you know you’re conversing with other Masons, learn to
subdue your passions. It’s vastly preferable to walk away from the discussion than to get down in the mud and create hostility between men who should be each other’s most trusted friends. If you accept that the reason for the
prohibition is harmony within the fraternity, you should easily accept that that doesn’t end when the tyler puts down
his sword.
As you can see, nothing has really changed in the two years since I wrote that column. As another election approaches, it’s
probably going to get worse. I beseech you, don’t get pulled into it. Show the world your Masonry by your conduct. Be
above the fray. I’m not saying that you shouldn’t support a political candidate or cause on your personal social media account. But the key word should be “support.” Be positive. Resist the temptation to attack those who disagree with you.
Avoid ridiculing their positions, or characterizing them as somehow bad people because they don’t hold the same opinion as
you do. State your support and your reasons for it. If you respond to someone asking for opinions on a topic, give your
opinion rather than tell someone else that they’re wrong, which will inevitably devolve into an argument. (Personally, I’m
trying not to get pulled into those discussions at all, because they go bad so quickly.)
Let us try to live our Freemasonry. Remember: you are someone’s image of the craft.
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins

George Washington’s Rules For Freemasons in Life and Lodge
Rule 056: Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation; for tis better to be alone than in
bad company.
That is to say: Avoid people of low morals and bad habit. It is better to have no friends than to be in violent or unhealthy
relationships.
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
BLUE LODGE

OES TENTATIVE CALENDAR

Lodge Business meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.

Meetings to start at 7pm
Friendship Night, August 14th

Lodge Special Communications are held on the 4th
Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.

School of Instruction, September 11th

Lodge Officer meetings are help the first Monday
prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at
6pm.

Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron
Visit, November 13th

Building Committee meetings are held on the first
Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each
month at 7pm.

2019 MANKATO T-BIRDS PARADE SCHEDULE

A great way to stay in touch with Lodge events is to
download the Mankato Lodge #12 app from the Play
Store or App store. Search for “Mankato Lodge” and
download the app named Kato 12.

Regular Meeting, October 9th

City

Date

Line

Start

Kenyon (Temple)

8/17

3:00

4:00

Wells

8/17

4:00

5:00

Kilkenny

9/14

12:00

1:00

MSU Homecoming

10/5

11:00

12:00

River Falls (Temple)

10/19

9:00

10:30

Scholarships recipient Lucas Baker
(left) from Mankato West was presented with a $2000 scholarship by
WB Michael Krediet and JW Brock
Peterson . $1000 from Mankato
Lodge 12 and $1000 matching funds
from Minnesota Masonic Charities.
Scholarships recipient Anne Wood
from Loyola Catholic School was presented with a $1000 scholarship by
WB Michael Krediet and JW Brock
Peterson . $500 from Mankato Lodge
12 and $500 matching funds from
Minnesota Masonic Charities.

WM Eric Mundt and JW Brock Petersen
having a great time at MSA 2019 in Aberdeen, SD with the Mankato T-Birds!

(Above) Mankato T-Birds
won 1st place in the obstacle course multi-wheel,
light division at MSA 2019!
Pictured from right to left,
Calvin Barfknecht, Brock
Petersen, Jared Kahle and
WM Eric Mundt!
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The LIGHTer Side
Three Worshipful Masters met and were talking over conditions at their Lodges. The first
Master said, "You know, since summer started,
I've been having trouble with mice in my
Lodge. I've tried everything - noise, cat's spray nothing seems to scare them away. The second
Master said, "Yeah, my Lodge too. There are
hundreds of them living in the Lodge basement. I've set traps and even called in an expert exterminator. Nothing has worked so far."
The third Master said, "I've had the same problem. So I initiated all mine and made them
members of the Lodge. Haven't seen one of
them since."

A Note from the Editor

Masonic Quote

Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.

“Your net worth to the world is

As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

ones.”—Benjamin Franklin

usually determined by what remains after your bad habits are
subtracted from your good

Source: A Freemason Said That? By

Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge 12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato, MN
56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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