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TEMPLE times
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MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East
Brothers and Friends
Our year has started off with a bang! I am pleased to announce that our Super Bowl Party / Chili Cook-off was a huge success. The event was well attended with brothers, family, and friends coming together to celebrate and have fun. The
attendees enjoyed twelve different chili entrees, along with a lot of other game food. The variety of chilies were impressive
and the competition was steep. However, I am happy to announce that Bro. Dave Peterson was awarded the trophy apron
for the second year in a row for his awesome chili recipe. Way to go Br. Dave!
On February 11th, we held our third annual Valentine's Mystery Dinner, “A Flapper Murder at the 1920's Speakeasy". The
dining hall was converted into the "Half Moon Club" speakeasy, including candle light and jazz. Guests enjoyed solving the
mystery as it unfolded over dinner. The catered dinner was delicious and the service was very well done. A big thank you to all the Job's Daughters who
volunteered to serve at the dinner. I cannot wait to see what happens at next year's dinner; the fatality rate at our little Lodge is climbing.
Our next two events will be our seventh annual Charity "Wine, Beer, and Cheese Tasting" fundraiser and the Job's Daughters / Blue Lodge Highway Clean
up. The Wine tasting will be held on the 10th of March and is open to the general public. If you haven't bought your ticket to attend or sold tickets, there
is still time. This is the one event each year that we raise funds for our charities committee. The tasting has been a success only because of the help and
dedication of our members. This year is no different. A special thanks goes to W. Bro. Houssam Abou Mourad for taking charge of the Wine tasting and
Anita Steinbach for heading up our silent auction this year.
The Highway cleanup will be held on May 7th in conjunction with the Job's Daughters. Bethel #9 adopted the end section of Stoltzman Road where it
crosses Hwy 90. Please meet at the lodge at 9:00AM for instructions and to get supplies. Remember to bring heavy work gloves and light-colored clothing. MnDot provides us with safety vests, trash bags and safety information. All participants must review the MnDot safety information before heading
out.
The lodge is currently preparing to raise four brothers on the fourth Tuesday of March. Please join us; take part in the degree or just visit to support your
new brothers. Dinner will be prepared by the Deacons and served at lodge at 6:00pm. Please also note that we have two potential candidates for degree
work on the fourth Tuesday of April.
For those who know students looking for scholarships, Mankato Lodge #12 is sponsoring a scholarship program for all graduating high school seniors of
2017. Three $500 scholarships will be given out, with the potential of 100% matching funds from Minnesota Masonic Charities. Applications have been
posted on the bulletin board at the Masonic Temple. Applications are due in by March 15.
Michael Krediet, W.M.
Our upcoming meeting / event schedule is as follows:
March
Sunday, 5th – Job's Daughters Cleaning the Lodge
Friday, 10th – 6PM Wine Tasting
Monday, 13th – 6PM Officers Meeting
Monday, 13th – 7PM Building Committee
Tuesday, 14th – 6PM Dinner at Rounders
Tuesday, 14th – 7PM Stated Communication
Tuesday, 28th – 6PM Lodge Dinner (Deacons)
Tuesday, 28th – 7PM 3rd Degree

April
Thursday – Sunday April 6th – 169th Grand Lodge in St. Cloud
Monday, 10th – 6PM Officers Meeting
Monday, 10th – 7PM Building Committee
Tuesday, 11th – 6PM Dinner at Rounders
Tuesday, 11th – 7PM Stated Communication
Tuesday, 25th – 6PM Lodge Dinner (Stuarts)
Tuesday, 25th – 7PM 1st Degree
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Lodge Education
Disclaimer: This article will run in the March eMason Newsletter.

Wherever you go in the free world, you have brothers if you’re a Mason. I once again had the reality
of this brought home to me last week. I traveled to Scotland for a week, primarily as a Masonic experience.
While the origins of our gentle craft are still the subject of much conjecture and debate, I am pretty
well convinced that our beginnings lie in seventeenth-century Scotland. If you are interested in
learning more about the transition of Scottish operative lodges to modern speculative Freemasonry,
I recommend The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland's Century, 1590 to 1710 by David Stevenson.
I arrived in Edinburgh on Sunday, January 29th. I was exhausted, but it was early morning, and my hotel room wasn’t ready,
so I wandered the cobblestone streets, past the Grand Lodge of Scotland and The Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary’s Chapel #1,
both within a block of my hotel. Since I am a member of the Royal Order of Scotland (www.roosusa.org) I headed up to the
Royal Mile to try to find their office, intending to visit there on Monday or Tuesday. I was unsuccessful, but there will be
more on that later.
After being awake for over 30 hours, I finally collapsed for the night. Monday morning brought a trip to the Scottish Highlands to visit my friend and prolific Masonic historian and writer Kenneth Jack. A train took me across the foggy, misty countryside to the beautiful little village of Pitlochry, where Kenneth, currently the Right Worshipful Master of Lodge St. Andrew
#814, met me at the station and showed me around town. We stopped at a local whisky shop, where we were invited to
sample a couple of “wee drams” of the national drink of Scotland. He bought me lunch at a local café, and we spent a delightful hour talking Masonry. I would have loved to spend more time exploring the Highlands, but as the sun was heading
down (which it does quite early that far north at this time of year) I had a train to catch back to Edinburgh.
Tuesday morning, I received a call from Brother Dougie Sneddon. He had been informed that I was in town and interested in
as many Masonic activities as time would permit, and asked if I would like to go with him to Lodge Trafalgar #223, where
they would be initiating a new Entered Apprentice that evening. Of course I was interested in seeing a degree conferred in
Scotland, so he told me he’d pick me up at my hotel that evening.
I then headed over to the Grand Lodge, where I had an appointment to meet with Brother Robert L.D. Cooper, the librarian
and Grand Archivist of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. You may have read some of his books (The Red Triangle, Cracking the
Freemasons’ Code, The Rosslyn Hoax) or seen him on one of the many Masonic programs on The History Channel. Bob has
helped me in the past when I was researching a presentation on Freemasonry and Law Enforcement, so I was hoping to buy
him lunch. Alas, he was under some time pressure because the quarterly communication of Grand Lodge was only two days
away. He could chat with me in his office, but had to stick around because the Grand Secretary was going to be needing
him. So, we had another wonderful hour talking masonry, Edinburgh, and world affairs.
After some souvenir shopping (for the grandkids) I rested up a bit in my hotel room, and then met Brother Sneddon in front
of my hotel. As we walked to the bus stop (he doesn’t drive) and rode the bus to Lodge Trafalgar, he regaled me with stories
about Masonry in Scotland in general, and Edinburgh in particular. I confess that I had a great deal of difficulty understanding him as he had a very thick “city centre Edinburgh” Scottish accent. As an example, when I told him I was having trouble
understanding him, and said I felt bad about that, his reply was “och, d’nae (oh, do not.)” His connection to Masonry was
such that his direct male-line ancestors had been Master of his lodge in 1814 and 1914, and in order to continue the tradition, he had returned to the east for a second stint in 2014. Like many active Scottish Masons, Brother Dougie is a member
of several lodges, and is currently Master of Edinburgh Defensive Band Lodge #151, the history of which is fascinating in itself.
(To be continued next month)
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins
Grand Lodge Education Officer
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Greetings Sisters and Brothers,
January and February were not slated to have any meetings, but St. James Chapter asked Cereal Chapter to help with the initiation of
their candidate, and hold the ceremony at Cereals' chapter-room. On January 17th St. James brought their officers and candidate to
Mankato’s' Masonic Temple and Cereal Chapter helped to fill in all needed officers to hold the ceremony. The fellowship with our two chapters was enjoyed by all and was memorable to their new member.
Over the Winter there have been visits to shut-ins and we visited other chapters, and sent cards to those and in need of cheer.
Sister Delores and I attended the "Toast to George Washington" Presidents' Dinner at the new Masonic Heritage Center in Bloomington.
March 8th we return to the regular stated meetings with refreshments at 6:pm and 7:pm meeting. At this important meeting, we ask
you to attend to elect a new core of officers. March 22nd is a stated meeting with refreshments at 6:pm and meeting at 7: pm. Final
reports will be given at this meeting.
April 12 starts the new fiscal year for Cereal Chapter.
Installation is pending and all will be notified.
The community projects that W.M. Sister Paula planned to donate to are: The backpack program, The children’s' Museum, and Wms' shelter. Grand Chapter projects: U, of MN. Cancer Center, U. of MN. Children’s' Hospital, MN. Masonic Home, and Education Scholarships.
How wonderful to see donations coming in for these projects. THANK YOU one and all.
It has been an honor to serve as W.M. pro-tem for Sister Paula for nearly the whole year.
Fraternally, Janet Johnson W.M. pro-tem
Ted Smith W.P.
Please remit dues of $25.00 PLUS $15.00 per-capita (total $40.00) to:
Cereal Chapter # 2 OES
Janis St. Onge, secretary
900 Hope St., Mankato MN, 56001
Anyone wishing a demit must request it by Dec. 31st of the same year of your
request, not the new year. The dues and per-capita must be paid in full for a demit.
50 year members only need to pay $15.00 per-capita.

Reading

Chaplains Corner

Recommendation

Brothers and Sisters,

“The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland's Century, 1590
to 1710” by David Stevenson, Recommended by Grand
Lodge LEO Mark Robbins.

Grand Architect of the Universe, remind us of the importance of keeping the promises we have made to each other and to You. Teach us that
the obligations we have taken upon ourselves cannot be forgotten or
overlooked. Show us that the only way to honor our obligations is to
live in harmony with them on a daily basis. Keep us faithful in living
with, living in awareness of, and living up to or Masonic Obligations.
Guide us in the responsibilities which are ours as we assemble here to
conduct our business today. In Your Spirit we pray, Amen.
So mote it be.
http://masonicsites.org/Masonicprayers.htm
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On January 22nd Job’s Daughter’s Installed this terms
new Line Officers. Congratulations Andrea Burns this
spring’s term Honored Queen.
Kennedy Legg, Andrea Bruns, Xandra
Zachmann

Past Honored Queen, Amber Frederick and her parents Carla
and Brian.

HIKE (Hearing Impaired Kids Endowment) Hike
provides cochlear implants to kids with hearing
impairment. thehikefund.org.

On January 21st Job’s Daughter’s held their 84th Job’s Dance.
This event was a great success with 450 couples attending and
1,350 friends and family attending the Grand March. The pre
sale of Prime Seating (90-1st and 2nd row seats) brought in
over $2,000 which will be donated to HIKE.
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

Congratulations to new Brothers Mark Solis, Tyler
Gumbusky, Josiah Geiger, & Hunter Alden. They completed the Entered Apprentice Degree on January
24th.

The Lodge had a fantastic turnout for the first Annual
Super Bowl Party on February 5th. Thank you to Master Mike Krediet and his family for all the hard work
setting up for this event. Everyone had a great time.

Master Mike Krediet, WB Glen Gober and Brother Darius Knox presenting
the Salvation Army with a $3,386.34 check from the Lodge for the money
raised during the Annual Bell Ringing! Thank you to WB Glen and Brother
Darius for all of your hard work putting on this event.

Congratulations to Brother Dave Peterson on winning 1st Place at the Annual
Chili Competition! This is his second year
in a row winning this competition! He
truly has the chili to beat!
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

The Blue Lodge’s Annual Valentine’s Mystery dinner is growing each year. We had a fantastic turnout and the Mystery
was set in a 1920’s speak easy. Everyone did a great job and had fun with their costumes! We are all looking forward to
next years event!
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

Mankato Lodge #12 is proud to announce this years Wine, Beer & Cheese Tasting Event. We will have wine, beer and
cheese to sample. Try your luck at with door prizes and a raffle. Make your own luck with the silent auction. Proceeds
will benefit local students through contributions to local educational and nutritional programs. Purchase your tickets
for $30 at Hyvee Hilltop Wine and Spirits , call us at 507-387-5665, contact us through our Facebook page, email us at
charity@mankatomasons.org or use our website at mankatomasons.org Membership Store. Tickets $35.00 at the door.
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The LIGHTer Side
Mr. and Mrs. Brown had two
sons. One was named Mind
Your Own Business & the
other was named Trouble.
One day the two boys decided to play hide and seek.
Trouble hid while Mind Your
Own Business counted to
one hundred. Mind Your Own Business began looking for
his brother behind garbage cans and bushes. Then he
started looking in and under cars until a police man approached him and asked, "What are you doing?" "Playing a
game," the boy replied. "What is your name?" the officer
questioned. "Mind Your Own Business." Furious the policeman inquired, "Are you looking for trouble?!" The boy
replied, "Why, yes."
Source: http://www.laughfactory.com/jokes/clean-jokes

A Note from the Editor
I hope you enjoyed this issue. Please send
feedback to the contact below. Thank you
to everyone that has sent me support and
suggestions as I work on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure we
do all we can to uphold the values of Masonry in every thought word and deed.

Masonic Quote
“Tomorrow is the most important thing in
life. Comes into us at midnight very clean.
It’s perfect when it arrives and puts itself in
our hands. It hopes we’ve learned something from yesterday.” —Brother John
Wayne.
Source: www.famousmasons.com

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge #12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato,
MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: jerrybrown@mankatomasons.org

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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