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TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East

[This space was reserved for Mankato Lodge #12. We hope to hear from them for our next issue]

Greetings to all,
Cereal Chapter is nearing the end of the 20 – 21 chapter year. It has been an interesting year. Many meetings were canceled
and project delays were common. We worked all year to update bylaws, but because of canceled meetings they are still in
progress, more votes await. Hopefully, during the next two meetings we can vote and finish them.
There is light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel. By March, some of our members will have been vaccinated. Hopefully, soon
everyone that wants a vaccine can get one. In the meantime, masks, 6 foot spacing, careful cleaning remain necessary.
Cereal Chapter holds elections at our next meeting. It would normally be on the second Wednesday in March, but since
COVID-19 restrictions remain in place, we will need to meet on the third Wednesday instead. So plan to attend as you are
able on March 17, 2021. March 31 will be the second meeting in March. The April meeting will also be postponed one week
to April 21, 2021.
Tradition prevailing, Associate Matron C J Brase will be our next Worthy Matron. Since Cereal Chapter will be celebrating 150
years this year, it will be an exciting year. I will leave it to her to tell you about it in the second half of this article. Hugs to all,
Kathy Smith; and here’s CJ

Dear Sisters and Brothers of Cereal Chapter,
First, let’s thank Worthy Matron, Kathy and her officers, for all of the time and effort they put forth to try to have as many
meetings and communications as possible this 2020-2021 term.
This last eleven months has been difficult and challenging for our Minnesota Grand Chapter and all the subordinate chapters
in the state. Our Masonic Brothers and other appendant bodies have had their plans turned upside down as well.
However, we will move forward and continue to plan for the upcoming year and then proceed to enact on those plans as we
are able to do so. WM Kathy has listed the next three meeting dates planned and then we will schedule other dates for May,
June and July as the updates from Grand Lodge and the state of Minnesota allow.
Continued on Page 2;
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WP Ted Smith has consented to put his name forth on the ballot to be elected Worthy Patron for the ensuing year. We hope,
if elected and tradition prevails, to have a more involved term as the year moves forward. We will strive to have our regular
stated meetings over the summer and when conditions allow we will go back to our regular meeting dates. Please consult this
newsletter for upcoming dates and you may also email me at: cjstar22@icloud.com or phone 507-451-2000 with any questions or concerns.
If you wish to volunteer your name for taking an office this coming term, please let me or Worthy Patron Ted know as soon as
possible.
Our Minnesota Grand Chapter will be meeting April 29, 30 and May 1 in St. Cloud. Members will be asked to register individually rather than through the chapter Secretary for this year’s session. Again, if you have questions, please contact us.
We are planning Installation for April 21 at 7:00 pm followed by our regular stated meeting.
Stay safe and healthy and know fellow Star members are thinking of you.
Fraternally.
Kathy Smith, Worthy Matron Elect—CJ Brase, Associate Matron
Ted Smith, Worthy Patron
Cereal Chapter #2 Order of the Eastern Star

[This space was reserved for Job’s Daughters Bethel #9. We hope to hear from them for our next issue]

Lodge Education
If August is the “dog days of summer,” February certainly qualifies as the depths of winter. February
is when it starts to seem that winter will never end, and doldrums set in. I don’t know when you’ll
be reading this, but I’m writing it as mid-February is nearly upon us.
However, Masonry takes pride in the number of Presidents of the United States who have been Masons, and in February we observe Presidents’ Day. We used to celebrate Washington’s birthday on
the actual date, February 22nd (February 11th 1731 under the old Julian calendar, later changed to
February 22nd 1732 under the Gregorian calendar) but now adapted to the custom of putting national holidays on a Monday for an extended weekend, so this year it falls on February 15 th, and has absorbed Lincoln’s birthday as well (when I was a child, we got BOTH holidays!) More on Lincoln later.
George Washington is clearly America’s most celebrated Mason. He was initiated into the craft at age 20 in Fredricksbug
Lodge in Virginia. An interesting side note is that Fredricksburg Lodge was operating without a charter at the time. Today
we’d consider that to be a “clandestine” lodge, but it was not uncommon in colonial days for men who were already Masons
to move to a new area and start up a lodge, known as a “self-starter.” They eventually were “healed” when they requested
and received a charter from the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1758, and later were one of the lodges that formed the Grand
Lodge of Virginia in 1787, becoming lodge #4 under that constitution. The reality is that Washington was not terribly active
in Masonry throughout his life, but that’s understandable, as he was kind of busy.
Continued on Page 3;
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Abraham Lincoln, whose birthday is February 12, 1809 (his birthday is still observed as a separate holiday in a handful of
states) was not a Mason, however he did petition Tyrian Lodge in Springfield Illinois in 1860. After further consideration he
became concerned that joining the fraternity at that time might be construed as an attempt to curry favor for votes, so he
withdrew his petition, intending to re-submit upon the completion of his presidency. We all know how that worked out.
The brethren of Tyrian Lodge respected Lincoln for avoiding any appearance of using Masonry for personal gain.
February also plays a role in the Masonry of William H. Taft, who was made a “Mason at Sight” on February 18th, 1909, in
Kilwinning Lodge #356, Cincinnati Ohio.
Our President who was the most active Mason was Harry S. Truman. There is a February connection for him as well. He was
initiated in Belton Lodge #450, Belton Missouri, on February 9, 1909. He went on to become the Founding Master of
Grandview Lodge #618 in 1911, then Grand Master of Missouri in 1940. He was coroneted an Inspector General Honorary,
33rd Degree, in the Scottish Rite in 1945.
So, as we wait out the brutal cold that has descended upon us, and anticipate the arrival of spring, we can be warmed by our
fraternal connection to these men.
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins

George Washington’s Rules For Freemasons in Life and Lodge
Rule 108: When you speak of God or His attributes, let it be seriously & with reverence. Honor & obey your natural parents
although they be poor.
That is to say: Do not joke about the Great Architect of the Universe, but show him reverence as “a creature does to his
creator.” Respect and obey your parents regardless of who they are.
Source: George Washington’s Rules for Freemasons in Life and Lodge By Mark A Tabbert

BLUE LODGE
Due to Covid-19 current Lodge schedule is up in the air. The Lodge will notify members via our app and calendar as
soon as we have our next meeting date. Please contact the Lodge Officers if you have any questions.
Lodge Business meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Special Communications are held on the 4th Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Officer meetings are held the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 6pm.
Building Committee meetings are held on the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 7pm.

OES TENTATIVE CALENDAR
Meetings to start at 7pm
March 17th, March 31st and April 21st are scheduled stated meetings.
April 29th, 30th and May 1st Minnesota Grand Chapter, St. Could MN.
Please contact the Officers if you have any questions.
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Brother Jeremy Dorpinghaus presented the matching funds check
from Minnesota Masonic Charities to Lieutenant Andy at the Salvation Army. Thank you Jeremy and to everyone who helped!

WB Eric Mundt has been appointed as the
2021 Osman Shrine Outer Guard. Congratulation WB!

Congratulations to our 2020 12 in 12 @ 12 awardees! From the
left; WM Michael Krediet, SW Jared Kahle, JS Nick Winings, JD
Ross Gullickson, Sec Jerry Brown, SW Brock Peterson and SD Jeremy Dorpinghaus.
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor
Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

Masonic Quote
“Washington is a very easy city for
you to forget where you came
from and why you got there in the
first place.”—Harry S. Truman
Source: A Freemason Said That? By
Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge 12, 309 S. 2nd St., Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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