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TEMPLE times 
 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE  

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM. 

News From the East   

Brothers and Friends 

2017 is well underway. On March 10th, we held our annual Wine, Beer, and Cheese Tasting fund-
raiser.  The main floor of the lodge was emptied to make way for 8 wine venders, 2 beer venders, 
and 1 cheese vender.  Guests enjoyed sampling wine, beer, cheese, and the amazing spread of 
snacks put on by our food committee.  We had great success with our raffles (Amazon Echo and 
two wine prizes) and the over 70 silent auction items donated by local business and Masonic mem-
bers.  Our guests also enjoyed the presentations about our craft put on by our Lodge Education 
Officer W.B. Mark Robbins. To say the least, the event was a great success and we had an increase 

of over 30% in revenue over last year.  All funds will be used for donations to local causes and charities.  Thank you to eve-
ryone who helped make this event a success.  

Also in March, we raised four brothers to the sublime degree of Master Mason. Please congratulate Brothers Tyler Gum-
busky, Hunter Alden, Josiah Geiger, and Mark Solis.  Please also note that due to a scheduling conflict, our 1st degree was 
moved from April to May 23rd.   Please join us for dinner at the lodge at 6pm as dinner will be prepared by the Deacons. 

On May 7th, we had a great joint Jobs Daughters and Masons Highway clean-up. We had 29 people come out to help pick up 
trash from the ditches on Stoltzman Road from Essex Road to County Hwy-90.  In less than 2 hours we had the 2 mile 
stretch cleaned and the garbage ready to be picked up by the County.  Thanks again to everyone who came out and helped. 
It was a fun morning and a great way to be of service to our community. 

Michael Krediet, W.M. 

 
 

Our upcoming meeting / event schedule is as follows: 
 
  May, 2017        June, 2017 
   

Sunday, 7th – 9AM Jobs Daughter/Mason Highway cleanup   Monday, 12th – 6PM Officers Meeting 
Monday, 8th – 6PM Officers Meeting     Monday, 12th – 7PM Building Committee 
Monday, 8th – 7PM Building Committee     Tuesday, 13th – 6PM Dinner at Rounders 
Tuesday, 9th – 6PM Dinner at Rounders     Tuesday, 13th – 7PM Stated Communication 
Tuesday, 9th – 7PM Stated Communication    Tuesday, 27th – 6PM Lodge Dinner 
(Wardens) 
Tuesday, 23rd – 6PM Lodge Dinner (Deacons)    Tuesday, 27th –  7PM  2nd Degree 
Tuesday, 23rd –  7PM  1st Degree 

     Wednesday, 31st – 7PM Moondogs Game Opener and Firework 
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Disclaimer: This article will run in the March eMason Newsletter.  

Scotland Adventure, continued: 

We arrived at Lodge Trafalgar after a short walk from the bus stop.  Entry to the lodge was by a small, unmarked 
door on a dark side street.  All of the men arriving carrying apron cases was the only clue as to what was going on.  
Note that Masons in Scotland are expected to purchase their own lodge apron.  The only aprons that the lodges 
have are the ones used during initiation, passing, and raising.  Each lodge has its own distinctive regalia, with the 
trim on the apron (and the cuffs and sashes of the officers) being of a color chosen by the lodge, sometimes even 
being the district tartan of where the lodge is located. Once inside, Brother Dougie introduced me to the Right Wor-
shipful Master, who inquired whether Dougie could vouch for me, or would examination be required.  I told them I 

was certainly willing to stand examination, and had with me a letter of introduction from the Grand Lodge of Minnesota.  Dougie told him that 
he had just met me, but that my friend Martyn Greene (who was unable to attend due to responsibilities he had that evening as a Grand Officer 
in Royal Arch) had told him that he had sat in lodge with me.  The RWM replied “oh, if Martyn says he’s good, that’s good enough for me.”  I 
learned that the man being initiated that evening was the pastor of a Church of Scotland “kirk” located just across the street from the lodge. 

The degree ceremony went off without a hitch.  In attendance were the outgoing and newly-installed Provincial Grand Masters of the Edin-
burgh Masonic Province.  The degree work was outstanding; the ritual being similar enough to ours that I recognized everything that was going 
on, but there were noticeable differences as well.  For example, the due guard and sign were similar enough that any of you would recognize 
what degree it was, but different enough to be noticeable.  Obviously, I cannot discuss this any further in a forum like this, but I will soon be 
putting together an educational presentation on my trip to be given in tyled lodges, so you might be interested in having me come and give it 
some time. 

After the lodge is closed, Scottish lodges go to “harmony,” where dinner and refreshments are served.  It is quite different than what most of us 
are used to, with the “national drink of Scotland” being poured, and at Lodge Trafalgar brothers would get up and sing songs (not Masonic 
songs necessarily, but whatever they felt like singing.  For example, one brother sang Louis Armstrong’s “Wonderful World”) and tell jokes.  
Brother Dougie told several jokes that were obviously well-received by the brethren, although once again I had trouble understanding him.  As 
the evening wound down, another brother said that his trip home would take him near my hotel, and offered to drive me back rather than 
have me take the bus back.  That made it easier on Dougie as well, since he could then take a bus directly home rather than making sure I got 
back to the correct stop for my hotel. 

The last time I visited Scotland, in 2010, I had gone to the famed Rosslyn Chapel, but my visit was somewhat disappointing, as the chapel was 
undergoing heavy preservation construction work, and was surrounded in scaffolding.  Visitors could only enter the chapel by a covered walk-
way and were not permitted to walk around the outside of the chapel.  This time, while preservation work of some sort will probably always be 
going on at a 600-year-old structure, the visit was everything one could expect, with the grounds being landscaped and a new visitors’ center 
opened.  They make their Masonic connection clear; whether there is any connection of the Knights Templars to Freemasonry or not, the St. 
Clair family, which built the chapel, absolutely has connections to both.  William St. Clair, who had the chapel built, descended from known 
Templars, and the legendary story of Scottish Masonry made the St. Clairs the hereditary patrons of the stone masons.  When the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland was formed in 1736, William St. Clair (Earl of Rosslyn and Duke of Orkney) waived his claim to being Grand Master by hereditary 
right, and was then elected the first Grand Master Mason.  Masonic souvenirs are plentiful in the visitors’ center. http://
www.rosslynchapel.com/  

Wednesday afternoon, after returning from Roslin (the modern spelling of the village) I set out once again up to the Royal Mile in an attempt to 
find the office of the Royal Order of Scotland.  I had an address, but the buildings and streets are often not well-marked, and what looks like 
just an alley or pedestrian walkway can very well be a street.  I finally found a doorway that I had already walked past a couple of times, both 
that day and on Sunday, that was only marked by a small brass plate identifying it as being the home of not only the Royal Order, but also of 
the Grand Chapter (Royal Arch) and of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning #2.  I rang the doorbell, and was greeted by a friendly woman who identi-
fied herself as the secretary of the Grand Chapter.  She informed me that there was to be a meeting of the Royal Order on Wednesday at Grand 
Lodge, so everyone was there setting up (had I known of the meeting, I’d have brought my ROoS regalia and attended, but alas I already had 
other plans for Wednesday) but she offered to show me around. 

She took me to the lodge room of Canongate Kilwinning #2.  It was a fascinating old room, where they have been meeting for centuries.  As I 
was looking around at the layout of the room, I got the strange feeling of familiarity.  I then realized that the room is essentially unchanged 
since the days of Robert Burns, and I had seen it in the famous painting of Burns being installed as Poet Laureate of the lodge in 1787, including 
the hand-pumped pipe organ in a niche in the wall.  I included that picture in my column about Burns in the January eMason.  

I’ve already gone over the word number I set for my myself on these columns in order that I not lose too many readers to boredom, so it looks 
like it will take a third installment to finish the story.   

(To be continued next month) 
 
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins 

Grand Lodge Education Officer  

Lodge Education 

http://www.rosslynchapel.com/
http://www.rosslynchapel.com/
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Dear Sisters and Brothers of Cereal Chapter # 2 in Mankato, 

 

We are excited about the upcoming Eastern Star year as your Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron. We hope to have a term 

full of fellowship and fun while also learning more about our beloved order and working together. 

Installation night on April 19th was truly special. We had wonderful installing officers and were thrilled to have as our guests, 

the Master and brothers of the Mankato Lodge, their wives, and families. We shall be planning some events to enjoy together 

and hope many of you will make the effort to attend them. Thank you to Worshipful Master Mike Krediet for showing his sup-

port by attending and passing the invitation along to the Lodge. We all enjoyed the extra time of fellowship after the ceremo-

ny. 

 

The Grand Chapter of Minnesota meets in St. Cloud May 3-6 and we will see the results of our projects and planning reported. 

New Grand Officers shall be installed and another year of service will begin. It is always a great time of renewing friendships 

and learning more about our Grand Chapter. 

We will celebrate memories during our May 10th meeting and will pause to honor Memorial Day and its message. Side liners 

will be acknowledged at our June 14th meeting. All of our officers and side line members are equally important as we rely 

upon each other. It is in working together and encouraging each other that we bond ourselves together for our Eastern Star 

purpose. know that you are each invited to be a part of our Eastern Star family this year. 

The following members are the officers for the 22017-2018 term: 

Worthy Matron, C J Brase; Worthy Patron, Ted Smith; Associate Matron, Barb Spencer; Secretary, Janice St. Onge; Treasurer, 

Marie Squires; Conductress, Delores Lutterall; Associate Conductress, Kaleena Dorphinghaus; Chaplain, Randeen Murphy; 

Marshal, Kathy Smith; Organist, Josephine Smith; Adah, Dorothy Almer, Ruth, Jenna Vujic; Esther, Ellie Caufman; Martha, Nan-

cy Croce; Electa, Jean Schimmele; Warder, Terri Nelson; and Sentinel, Janet Johnson. 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns regarding our Chapter. We hope to see you along our Star trail this 

year. Thank you for the honor of serving as your Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron. 

 

Fraternally, 

C J Brase WM 

Reading         Recommendation 

One of the most memorable aspects of the Fellowcraft degree is the “Middle-Chamber Lecture,” often referred to 
as the staircase lecture.  In this lecture, we are encouraged to study the seven liberal arts and sciences.  It has 
long been a belief in Freemasonry that in order to be a “better man,” one needed some grounding in these stud-
ies.  They lead to a better understanding of the world in which we live.  But how many of us ever actually heed 
this instruction? 

I know that any improvement in these areas since my high-school days has been a fortuitous accident; something 
interesting I’ve stumbled across on my way to learning something else.  Recently I decided to undertake some 
reading that was not my typical Masonic reading.  It was not the usual Masonic fare of symbolism or history.  

Rather, I ordered the two book series “Trivium: The Classical Liberal Arts of Grammar, Logic, & Rhetoric,” and “Quadrivium: The Four Classi-
cal Liberal Arts of Number, Geometry, Music, & Cosmology.”  Each of these books is a collection of smaller works on the individual topics, 
published by Wooden Books. 

I’ve completed “Trivium,” and have just started reading “Quadrivium.”  The structure of these books makes them ideal for either an ex-
tended period of reading, or just a five or ten minute session, as it takes the major topics and breaks them into “bite sized” chunks of a 
page or two, with interesting illustrations.  Some was a refresher of things I learned many decades ago, but much was new.  I certainly 
won’t remember all of it, but I’ve just as certainly benefited from it.  As an example, I remember hearing a reference to a particular form of 
poetry called “iambic pentameter,” but had no idea what that was.  Now I do, and also its counterpart of “trochaic pentameter.”  Will I ever 
use that knowledge?  Probably not, but I feel just a little better informed for knowing it.  Consider giving these a try yourself. 

Recommend by Grand Lodge LEO Mark Robbins. 
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Grand Architect of the Universe,  

I thank you, Lord, for knowing me better than I know myself, and for letting me know myself better than others know me. 

Make me, I pray you, better than they suppose, and forgive me for what they do not know.  

So mote it be. 

 

http://www.prayingeachday.org/100Prayers.pdf 

On May 7th, we had a great joint Jobs Daughters and Masons Highway clean-up. We had 29 people come 
out to help pick up trash from the ditches on Stoltzman Road from Essex Road to County Hwy-90.  In less 

than 2 hours we had the 2 mile stretch cleaned and the garbage ready to be picked up by the County.  
Thanks again to everyone who came out and helped. It was a fun morning and a great way to be of ser-

vice to our community. 

Chaplains Corner 
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

Blue Lodge held our annual Wine, Beer, and Cheese Tasting fundraiser.  The main floor of the lodge was emptied to 
make way for 8 wine venders, 2 beer venders, and 1 cheese vender.  Guests enjoyed sampling wine, beer, cheese, and 
the amazing spread of snacks put on by our food committee.  We had great success with our raffles (Amazon Echo and 

two wine prizes) and the over 70 silent auction items donated by local business and Masonic members.  Our guests also 
enjoyed the presentations about our craft put on by our Lodge Education Officer W.B. Mark Robbins. To say the least, 
the event was a great success and we had an increase of over 30% in revenue over last year.  All funds will be used for 

donations to local causes and charities.  Thank you to everyone who helped make this event a success.  
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

Great times were had at this years annual Shrine Fall Banquet! Pictured on 

the left is T-Bird President and Noble Eric Mundt with his lady Cori! On the 

right is Noble Jerry Brown and Lady Sara! 

WM Mike had the great honor of escorting WB Mark Robbins at 

this years e MN Grand Lodge Officer’s Installation in April. WB 

Mark was installed as the Grand Lodge Education Officer for this 

year! Also, congratulations to WB Paul Grabitske for being in-

stalled as our District Representative! 

Blue Lodge has raised four brothers to the sublime degree of Master Mason 

in April. Please congratulate Brothers Tyler Gumbusky, Hunter Alden, Josiah 

Geiger, and Mark Solis! 

A Mason and Noble in training! 

WM Mike and SW Jerry Brown presented last 

years WM Darcey with a Past Master’s apron!  

Congratulations to WM Mike Krediet 

on becoming a Noble in the Osman 

Shrine!   
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

At the end of April our building received a 

new bronze plaque! 
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The LIGHTer Side A Note from the Editor 

I hope you enjoyed this issue. Please send 

feedback to the contact below. Thank you 

to everyone that has sent me support and 

suggestions as I work on this publication.  

As always in all our actions make sure we 

do all we can to uphold the values of Ma-

sonry in every thought word and deed.  

Contact Us 

Mankato Lodge #12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato, 

MN 56001                                                                                       

Phone: 507-387-2665                                                             

Email: jerrybrown@mankatomasons.org 

Mankato Lodge #12 

309 South 2nd Street 

Mankato, MN 56001 

 

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR  

ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE. 

A Note from the Editor 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what 

you said, people will forget what you did, 

but people will never forget how you made 

them feel —Maya Angelou.  

Source: http://www.quotesea.com/quotes/by/

maya-angelou 

 

 

Masonic Quote 


