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TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East

Fellow Brothers of Lodge 12,

Eric Mundt, WM

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Cereal chapter is open all summer for meetings on the second Wednesday of the month. Being open during the
summer should make it much easier for anyone to attend coming from a distance.
Minnesota Grand Chapter was held in St. Cloud at the Kelly Inn on May 2 - 4. Several members from Cereal Chapter were in
attendance.
On Saturday morning election was held for our new WGM & WGP. Those elected were Kathy Foster and Scott Anderson. A
reception for all new officers will be held at the Lost Spur Country Club, on June 30th. Please watch the Starlites for more information on times and location.
Our Chapter will be meeting on June 12, Father’s Day and Flag Day will be celebrated. On July 10 meeting
I have asked everyone to wear Red, White and Blue. Our meeting on August 14 we will have Friendship Night.
September 11 we will remember Rob Morris and renew our Obligation to the order.
Three rows of Peas:
- Peace of mind
- Peace of heart
- Peace of soul

Plant Your Spring Garden
Three rows of Squash:
Three rows of lettuce;
- Squash indifference
- Let us be kind
- Squash hatred
- Let us be compassionate
- Squash bullying
- Let us love one another
Water with patience and cultivate the LOVE.

I hope ALL will think about the nine rows in our Spring Garden and cultivate at with LOVE.
We are still offering rides to anyone who would like to come to chapter but has no way of getting there. We would
be happy to hear from you. Call any of the officers and they will help you.
We need your participation and attendance to help our "Star" shine ever brighter this 2019-2020 chapter year.
Fraternally Yours,
Barbara Spencer, Worthy Matron (507) 726-2155
Ted Smith, Worthy Patron
1

Issue #24 May-June 2019

Mankato T-Birds
The T-Birds have been busy parading already this season. We have had great turn out with all of the cars being full but there is
still room for you to ride on the fire truck. Thanks for all the help and turn out, keep it up!
We give you 4 wheels but you only need 2!
Brock Petersen, Mankato T-Birds President

In March, Bethel #9
attended the 2019
Grand Bethel at Cragun's resort near
Brainerd.

HQ Josephine Krediet's Mystery
Event to the Osman Shrine Circus was a huge success. The
girls even got to have their photo taken with the elephants.

Unfortunately, on the way to
Acacia Cemetery's Masonic Memorial Day Ceremony the ceremony was cancelled due to
heavy rain. Making the best of
the situation, Job’s Daughters
stopped at Minnesota's largest
candy store before heading
home.

Bethel #9 had an exciting spring sleepover!
Including food, crafts,
scavenger hunt and a
surprise gigantic
blowup slide. Followed
by Church Sunday at
Christ the King Church.

2018 Scholarships
Congratulations to
Anne Wood and Lucas
Baker for being awarded $1,000 Scholarships
from Mankato Lodge
#12! Also Maggie Taylor
and Molly Hodapp for
being awarded $1,000
Scholarships from the
Job’s Daughters!
Anne Wood

Lucas Baker

Maggie Taylor

Molly Hodapp
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Lodge Education
While not a “lost symbol,” in the sense that it is in England, it is one that is not considered a major
Masonic symbol in the United States. It is an instructive one, so I decided to share this article with
you.
The Lost Symbols of Freemasonry: The Beehive
By David Harrison

The beehive is a very old Masonic symbol that is still used in many countries, but in England and
Wales it was dropped after the Union of 1813. It can still be seen however in some older pre-Union
lodges, for example it is displayed as a symbol on the 3rd Degree Tracing Board of the Royal Cumberland Lodge No.41 in
Bath, but to all purposes it has been lost as a symbol under the United Grand Lodge of England.
The ritual of the Royal Cumberland Lodge dates back to the eighteenth century and includes the following reference to the
beehive symbol:
“The Beehive teaches us that as we are born into the world rational and intelligent beings, so ought we also to be industrious
ones, and not stand idly by or gaze with listless indifference on even the meanest of our fellow creatures in a state of distress
if it is in our power to help them without detriment to ourselves or our connections; the constant practice, – of this virtue is
enjoined on all created beings, from the highest seraph in heaven to the meanest reptile that crawls in the dust.”
The symbol is a very ancient one, representing the working lodge. Seven bees are usually seen flying around the hive, seven
being the number to make a perfect lodge. The bee was used as a symbol in ancient Egypt, and the beehive symbol dates
back to at least ancient Rome. The beehive as a symbol was adopted by many Friendly Societies, Trade Unions and insurance
companies, the hive representing industry and the bees the workers. The Roman writer Porphyry, in his work De antro nympharum (The Cave of the Nymphs), tells us that in the Roman rites of Mithra, honey from a honeycomb was poured over the
initiate during the Leo (Lion) ritual while he was admonished to avoid all that which is unclean in the world. The Church of
the Latter Day Saints also adopted the symbol and it may be featured in the Book of Mormon, when it states that the Jaredites carried “with them Deseret, which, by interpretation, is a honey bee” (Ether 2:3).
A beehive was discovered at Rosslyn Chapel during the recent renovations. It was inside a rooftop pinnacle that had been
hollowed-out by the masons for this purpose. The bees entered through a hole in a decorative flower on the pinnacle. It is
interesting in that its construction did not allow for the extraction of honey. The sole purpose appears to have been to protect the bees from the bad weather of the region.
According to the American Preston-Webb Ritual it is explained as a symbol of industry and co-operation, and as cautioning
against intellectual laziness, warning that “he that will so demean himself as not to be endeavoring to add to the common
stock of knowledge and understanding, may be deemed a drone in the hive of nature, a useless member of society, and unworthy of our protection as Masons.”
The earliest known Masonic reference to the beehive is found in an MS entitled A Letter from the Grand Mistress of the Female Free-Masons to Mr Harding the Printer, found in the Halliday Collection, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin. This document is
believed to have been created between 1727 and 1730, and while originally attributed to Jonathan Swift, the true author
remains unknown.
“A bee has in all Ages and Nations been the Grand Hierogliphick of Masonry, because it excells all other living Creatures in
the Contrivance and Commodiousness of its Habitation or combe; … nay Masonry or Building seems to be of the very Essence
or Nature of the Bee, for her Building not the ordinary Way of all other living Creatures, is the Generative Cause which produces the Young ones….”
“For this Reason the Kings of France both Pagans and Christians, always Eminent Free-Masons, carried three Bees for their
Arms…”
“What Modern Masons call a Lodge was for the above Reasons by Antiquity call’d a HIVE of Free-Masons, and for the same
Reasons when a Dissention happens in a Lodge the going off and forming another Lodge is to this Day call’d SWARMING.”
Continued on page 4;
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Lodge Education
Continued from page 3;
Shakespeare, in his play Henry V, uses the beehive as an example of a well-ordered kingdom.
“So work the honey-bees,
Creatures that by a rule in nature teach
The art of order to a peopled kingdom.”

-William Shakespeare, Henry V (Act 1, Scene 2)
The beehive symbol is thus a traditional image, with almost rustic and working-class connotations,
and this may explain why it was dropped from the collection of symbols of science, geometry and precision that now dominate modern Freemasonry of the UGLE.
Some might see in the Beehive a model of the Masonic fraternity. Each bee has a symbiotic relation with all the others, and
as a whole they support each other and, thereby, the hive.

Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins

George Washington’s Rules For Freemasons in Life and Lodge
Rule 049: Use no reproachful language against any one neither curse nor revile.
That is to say: Do not yell, swear, or curse at anyone and do not accuse them of any crude or immoral act.
Source: George Washington’s Rules for Freemasons in Life and Lodge By Mark A Tabbert

Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
BLUE LODGE

OES TENTATIVE CALENDAR

Lodge Business meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.

Meetings to start at 7pm

Lodge Special Communications are held on the 4th
Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Officer meetings are help the first Monday
prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at
6pm.
Building Committee meetings are held on the first
Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each
month at 7pm.
A great way to stay in touch with Lodge events is to
download the Mankato Lodge #12 app from the Play
Store or App store. Search for “Mankato Lodge” and
download the app named Kato 12.

Congratulations to Brother Nathaniel
Houle who received his Entered Apprentice Degree on May 28th!
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
2019 Mankato T-Birds Parade Schedule
City

Date

Line

Start

St. James

6/22

5:00

6:00

South St. Paul (Temple) 6/28

5:00

6:30

St. Peter

7/4

9:00

10:00

Elysian

7/4

1:00

2:00

White Bear Avenue Days 7/10

6:00

7:00

Madelia

5:30

7:00

North Mankato

7/13

10:00

11:00

Lakeville (Temple)

7/13

4:00

5:30

Minn. Lake

7/17

6:30

7:00

Madison Lake

7/27

12:00

1:00

4:00

5:00

Montgomery

7/28

11:00

Aberdeen MSA

8/1-8/3 TBD

Kenyon (Temple) 8/17

3:00

4:00

Wells

8/17

4:00

5:00

Kilkenny

9/14

12:00

1:00

Truman

7/12

7/27

12:00
TBD

SW Brock hosted the Blue Lodge annual Summer get together at his home this year on June 16th! The Mankato Air
Show was going on at the same time and we all had a great
view.

The Mankato T-Birds enjoying a beautiful day of Parading at the Nicollet parade.

Mankato Lodge #12 presented the Boy Scouts Twin Valley Council with a donation
check to support local adult
leaders receive Wood badge
training.

Left: Good times were had at the annual
Blue Lodge Moondogs game held on May
30th at the Frank in Mankato.
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor
Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

Masonic Quote
“Time and money spent in helping
men to do more for themselves is
far better than mere giving.”—
Henry Ford
Source: A Freemason Said That? By
Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge 12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato, MN
56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com
IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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