Issue #15 November—December 2017

TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East

Brothers and Friends,
As the year quickly draws to a close, I am amazed at how fast this year has gone by and how much
we have accomplished. I would like to thank all the officers for their help and support throughout
the year and the members for their trust in allowing me to be the Master of this wonderful Lodge.
It has been a busy past couple of months. In October, the lodge put on a Hurricane Relief Pork
Feed Fundraiser, with proceeds being donated to aid victims of hurricane Harvey, Irma and Maria.
Even with the snow storm, the lodge was able to raise $1,450 after expenses. The charities committee rounded the donated up to $500 for each of three Hurricane Relief Funds through Global Giving.
We ended the month with zip-lining in Henderson, MN at Kerfoot Canopy Tours and our second annual Halloween party.
The zip-line had amazing views but we missed the fall colors by about a week. Our consolation prize was getting to witness
a marriage proposal while on our tour. Kids and adults alike had a great time at the Halloween party. The coat room was
turned into a Tunnel of Terror, with many screams and giggles. Thank you to SW Jerry Brown and his wife Sara for all the
hard work in organizing this event.
I am saddened to announce Bro. Bradley Sternberg laid down his working tools on November 9, 2017 at the age of 50.
Mankato Lodge #12 performed a Masonic funeral for Bro. Sternberg in Winnebago, MN. He was a 5-year member of our
lodge and had been active; holding the positions of Junior Warden, Senior Decan (twice) and Junior Steward. When Brad
was healthy, he was working on memorizing the staircase lecture and enjoyed performing the degree work. He was a ritualist at heart and had aspirations of becoming Custodian someday.
We continued a very active social calendar with Table Lodge on November 10th. We had about 30 guests come and participate in the Ceremony of the Seven Toasts. The food was amazing. The brothers prepared deep fried prime rib with au jus,
mashed potatoes, green beans, with homemade cream of mushroom soup as a starter, and Texas sheet cake for desert. I
believe fun and merriment was had by all. A special thank you to Eric Mundt for doing an amazing job preparing the prime
rib. Thank you also to the other brothers and their wives who put together such a wonderful meal.
On November 11th, we had a very successful Kids ID event with Job’s Daughters at the Toys for Tots kick-off (Mankato Civic
Center). For those of you that are unfamiliar with Kids ID, it’s a program put on by Grand Lodge MN, allowing families to
build an Amber Alert-ready kit for their children, including fingerprints, DNA, photos, video, and all pertinent information
placed on a DVD. A big thank you to Honored Queen Kennedy Legg and SW Jerry Brown for helping get this event set up.
We were able to ID 130 kids. This event was part of Kennedy’s service project as Honored Queen. Next year, the hope is
for Lodge #12 to take over the Kids ID event and continue providing this service for our community.
Continued on page 2,
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As great as these events were, the true highlight of my November was accompanying Job’s Daughters Bethel #9 on a trip to
Washington, D.C. November 15th - 19th. Fifteen members of Job’s were on the trip (10 Jobies and 5 adult chaperones).
Some of the highlights include: meeting U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar, laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknow Soldier at
Arlington Nation Cemetery, touring the Scottish Rite House of the Temple, and touring the George Washington Masonic
Memorial, along with so much more. It was an amazing experience for these young ladies. I want to thank the Lodge for
giving so much support to our Jobies and helping with their fundraising efforts.
Brother Darius Knox will be calling members about bell-ringing for the Salvation Army. For those that have not taken the
opportunity to ring the bell, it is a wonderful way to engage in fundraising that helps the Mankato community.
Lastly, I would like to close with the announcement of our first annual gun raffle. Mankato Lodge #12 will be selling 750
tickets at $20 each. Tickets will be distributed at our February meeting. The raffle will include 12 prizes with 12 chances to
win and will net the Lodge $10,000. This combined with a voluntary increase in rent from Job’s Daughters and Lodge #12
will close the gap in our building’s operating budget. More information to come on the raffle as we move forward.
We are closing the year with a boom. We currently have four Entered Apprentices (Garret Cabasal, Jared Kahle, Michael
Clark, and Michael Jacobs). In addition to this, we have received an additional seven petitions that are currently being investigated. Wow! 2018 is looking like it is going to be an amazing year. Thank you again for an outstanding 2017. I am immensely proud of the leaders progressing through the officer line and know that Mankato Lodge #12 will continue to flourish for many years to come.
Michael Krediet, W.M.

Lodge Education
Disclaimer: Once again, I’m featuring a column I wrote for the Grand Lodge eMason electronic
newsletter. Many of you are new to Masonry since I wrote this, and many of you don’t subscribe
(or didn’t back then) to the electronic newsletter. I hope you find some value in this:
Recently, a topic of discussion has come up again that I have addressed in the past in one of my
Grand LEO columns in the Minnesota Mason newspaper. It is apparent to me that either a lot of
Masons didn’t read it, or it didn’t sink in. Therefore, it bears repeating, and follows:
The question often arises when discussing the Masonic status of the Founders: aren’t Masons supposed to be peaceable
citizens, and not countenance rebellion against the government? If so, why are we so proud of the Masonic connections of
such men as Brothers Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, John Hancock, and John Paul Jones? Should they not
have been the subject of Masonic discipline?
Continued on page 3,
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The relevant passage in Minnesota is contained in the Charge at Initiation (which is monitorial in Minnesota, so open discussion of the wording is permissible.) It says “In the State, you are to be a quiet and peaceful subject, true to your government, and just to your country; you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority
and conform with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which you live.”
However, the Founders did not operate under the Grand Lodge of Minnesota as constituted in 2016. We should first look to
the wording of ritual that was in existence at the time. We should look to the Masonic documents of the era to see what
wording was contained on the subject. Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723 says “A Mason is a peaceable Subject to the Civil
Powers, wherever he resides or works, and is never to be concern’d in Plots and Conspiracies against the Peace and Welfare
of the Nation . . .” Smith’s Pocket Companion of 1735 (London) said “In the State, a Mason is to behave as a peaceable and
dutiful Subject, conforming cheerfully to the Government under which he lives . . .”
This raises a couple of questions. First, did the Founders consider themselves subjects of England, or citizens of the several
colonies? Was Brother Washington an Englishman or a Virginian, first and foremost? If the latter, then their loyalties were
certainly not misplaced; their required loyalty would be to the colony. If the former, the original problem remains; did they
rebel in a way that violated the charge?
So, then, one could look to the wording in the charges as they were at the time. You’ll note that the reference is to
“wherever he resides or works,” and “to the Government under which he lives.” British subjects were widely dispersed
across the known world in the late 18th Century, and they certainly were taking their Freemasonry with them. I doubt that
those who wrote the wording cited above were unaware of the potential meaning. They wanted Freemasonry to be fully
compatible wherever it went, and exhorted the brethren to be good citizens where they were living. The colonies had their
own local governments, and as we are all aware from our childhood schooling, had no representation in the British Parliament. Clearly, the government under which they were living was that of their colonies.
Interestingly, the widely-regarded English Mason Harry Carr addressed this issue in his influential work The Freemason at
Work: The Definitive Guide to Craft Freemasonry. Brother Carr was the Secretary of Quatuor Coronati Lodge in London, the
worlds’ premier Lodge of Research, and as such was often called on to answer questions of Masonic history, philosophy,
symbolism, and procedure. He said “. . .I am quite sure that in such a conflict of loyalties the Mason’s duty must be first of
all to the land in which he resides and which ‘affords him protection’.”
Both the Freemasonry of the period and the Founders were clearly heavily influenced by the political philosophers of The
Enlightenment. Thomas Jefferson was not, as far as we can determine, a Freemason, but as the author of the Declaration of
Independence, his thoughts are certainly important and representative of the general feelings of the Founders. He seems to
have been most heavily influenced by the Two Treatises of Government by Thomas Locke. Locke, like many of his peers,
talked of a social contract, by which men cooperated with each other. For Locke, this social contract said that government
could only exercise such powers over citizens as those citizens willingly ceded to the government. In his Second Treatise
(1689) Section 149 he said “For all Power given with trust for the attaining an end, being limited by that end, whenever that
end is manifestly neglected, or opposed, the trust must necessarily be forfeited, and the Power devolve into the hands of
those that gave it, who may place it anew where they shall think best for their safety and security.”
Continued on page 4,
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In other words, government has no more power over the citizens than the citizens give to it, and when that power is exceeded or abused, the government ceases to be legitimate and the power returns to the people.
So, you can see that the followers of such a philosophy could easily accept the concept that the British government, which
was far exceeding any authority that the colonists believed had been ceded to it, had ceased to be their government. If it
was no longer their government, then loyalty to it was no longer an issue.
I hope that this little discussion of the issue will help you lay to rest any concerns you had about the Masonic conduct of our
Founders. It is my opinion that there was no de facto violation of any Masonic expectations.
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins
Grand Lodge Education Officer

Dear Sisters and Brothers of Cereal Chapter #2 Order of the Eastern Star,
May we find the ties that bind us to each other and to our beloved Eastern during this blessed holiday season.
“I have seen His Star in the East.” Our journey in the Eastern Star began because of this revelation. We share in the obligation
we each took at the altar to honor the lessons taught by the heroines of our order. We hope that you have found the friendships and fellowship offered through Eastern Star to be some of the best gifts you have received over the years. As we work
together to promote peace and loving kindness in the world, we learn about our order and develop lifelong friendships with
our Sisters and Brothers.
I thank each one of you who have added to the richness of my life because we are members of this beautiful organization. I
would not have had the chance to meet most of you were it not for our Star. I appreciate the lessons you have taught me and
the guidance of those Past Matrons and Past Patrons who have gone before me. I do not know of any other organization that
is so special.
We hope you had the chance to spend precious time with friends and family over the Christmas and New Year holiday.
We planned an honoring of our Masonic Brothers December 13th preceded by our annual holiday potluck dinner. We owe
our heritage to these men and their Masonic legacy. May we enjoy reaching mutual goals in the future. I hope we can pursue
more joint endeavors in the years to come.
Our Chapter room will be dark during January and February but we look forward to seeing you once again in March. March
14th is our election meeting. Please come and volunteer your time and talents to take an office for next year. We need each
one of you.
We hope you all remain safe and healthy during these winter months. We will miss you.
Fraternally!
C J Brase, Worthy Matron
Ted Smith, Worthy Patron
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The Jobs Daughters Bethel #9 meeting US Senator Amy
Klobuchar.

Jobs Daughters visiting the House of the Temple.

Senior Princess Xandra Zachman, Junior Princess Rain
Clark, Guide Josephine Krediet, and Marshal Tori Zachman laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Arlington National Cemetery.

Jobs Daughters visiting the George Washington Masonic Memorial.
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Jobs daughters training for Honored Queen Kennedy
Legg's Kids ID service Project. With Past Grand Master
John Cook.

Kiara Rahman and Tori Zachman working hard at the
Kids ID event.

Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

WM Michael Krediet presenting a Star Trek communicator Square and Compass to WM Elect Jerry Brown.

WB Houssam Abou Mourad's wife Myrna celebrating
her birthday at table lodge. Our wonderful servers presented her with cake and candle.
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Table Lodge!

Brothers Mark Robbins, Brock Peterson, Houssam Abou
Mourad and Eric Mundt at Table Lodge.

WB Houssam Abou Mourad, SW Jerry Brown, and WM
Michael Krediet after a wonderful morning of zip lining
at Kerfoot Canopy Tours in Henderson MN.

Bro. Steve Igou and his wife Theresa at the rockingly
good time Halloween Party!
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Congratulations Brock Peterson on being elected T-bird
President!

The Lodge presenting Disabled American Veterans
Chapter #10 with a check for $500.

Welcome to our new Brothers Garrett Cabasal, Michael Clark, Jared Khale and Michael Jacobs

Patrons enjoying the Hurricane Relief Fundraiser.
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Thanks to all that helped plan, support, execute, and
donate to this fundraiser. We managed to raise a
total $1500. The funds were split equally and forwarded to #GlobalGiving's projects 29357, 29723, and
29837. These projects are relief funds for the victims
of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria respectively.
Links to the individual projects are posted below.
Visit these pages to get updates and/or to contribute.
Again, a big THANK YOU from the Mankato Lodge #12
and their Charities Committee.
Thank you Boy Scout Troop 24 and Alpha Chi Omega
for helping serve!
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Please join Mankato Lodge #12 for our 8th Wine tasting fundraiser. Sponsored by HyVee Hilltop (https://
www.facebook.com/HilltopHV/) and the The Cheese Cave in Faribault, MN (https://www.facebook.com/TheCheese-Cave-147293403019/). In addition to wine, we will be sampling beer and cheese. Try your luck with door
prizes and/or a raffle, or make your own luck with the silent auction. Proceeds will benefit local students through
contributions to local educational, nutritional and sport programs. Purchase your tickets for $30 at HyVee Hilltop
Wine and Spirits, call us at 507-387-2665,contact us through our Facebook page, or email us at
charty@mankatomasons.org. Tickets $35 at the door.

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Chandra & Brock! They are proud to introduce their beautiful
daughter, Madelyn Lee Petersen. Born 12/26/2017 8lbs 13oz, 21 inches long. On
behalf your Masonic family we are all so happy for both of you!
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Brother Brad Sternberg
Brothers, it is with a heavy heart that I report Brother Brad Sternberg laid down his working tools and is now resting peacefully in the celestial heaven above. He was an active member of Mankato Lodge #12 and will be missed. When Brad was
healthy he was working on memorizing the staircase lecture and was Senior Deacon on several degrees.

Bradley Loren Sternberg, Minnesota Lake, passed away on November 9, 2017 at Mayo Health Systems in Mankato at the
age of 50.
He was born November 3, 1967 in Sleepy Eye, to Donna (Meyer) and Loren Sternberg. Brad graduated from St. James High
School in 1986 and went on to earn his Bachelors Degree in Fire Science from American Military University.
Brad was a longtime Firefighter on the Amboy and Minnesota Lake Departments as well as a Fire Instructor and EMT all over
South Central MN. He enjoyed reading and running and spending time with friends, which included many coworkers.
Brad is survived by his parents, Donna and Loren Sternberg; son, Lance Sternberg (Chelsea Thielen); daughters, Laura Sternberg and Stephanie Sternberg; sister, Lisa King (Duane); friend, Mary Sternberg; nieces, Danielle King and MaKenzie King;
numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and many dear friends.
Brad was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, Carl and Hertha (Glienke) Sternberg, maternal grandparents, Ervin
and Dorothy (Bloomquist) Meyer, and aunt Barb (Meyer) Wieske.

Chaplains Corner
Grand Architect of the Universe,
Thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We know that you are
always ready to forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one another. As we begin a new year,
remind us of our truest values and our deepest desires. Help us to live in the goodness that comes from doing what you
want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and the past, so that we might live in peace with you now, one
day at a time.
So mote it be.
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/holidays-and-special-occasions/other-special-occasions/family-newyears-prayer
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor
I hope you enjoyed this issue. Please
send feedback to the contact below.
Thank you to everyone that has sent
me support and suggestions as I work
on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

Masonic Quote
“I hope I shall possess firmness
and virtue enough to maintain
what I consider the most enviable
of all titles, the character of an
honest man.”—George Washington
Source: A Freemason Said That? By
Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge #12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato,
MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com
IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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