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TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM.

News From the East

Please see “Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events” on Page 5 for updates from WM Michael Krediet.

Dear Sisters and Brothers of Cereal Chapter,
It is difficult to believe that 2021 is winding down toward the end of the year. Why do some days seem to take forever to end
yet the months fly by?
It has been a busy fall with our Eastern Star meetings starting up on a regular basis throughout the state. It has been a joy to
travel and actually see faces and be able to observe floor work and sing once again (with masks as mandated).
Thank you to our members who made the Area Conference in Mankato a success on September 18th. It was a fun day with
much learning taking place enhanced by the fellowship of our many attendees from other chapters.
There is one Area Conference left for this year. That will be hosted by Whittemore Chapter #284 in Osseo on October 23rd
which is followed that evening by our statewide cancer benefit held at the Scottish Rite Center in Minneapolis. I hope many of
you will be attending this important fundraiser. Please look at the Starlites Newsletter for details or check the Grand Chapter
website. You can always call with any questions as well.
Our October stated meeting will be held on the 13th at 7:00. Those of you who have writings to turn in for our anniversary
book, do not forget that they are due before our November 10th meeting.
Keep looking for your scrapbooks of pictures or other items you may want to share on display at our December 19th Celebration for our 150th Anniversary.
Area members of our chapter will be getting a postcard reminder for this special day. Festivities will start at noon and end by
2:30 pm. Stay tuned for further information. We are the first chapter in Minnesota to turn 150 years old. I wonder what the
charter members would think?
December 8th will be our last meeting for 2021. We will be celebrating the holiday season so feel free to wear red and green
or something Christmasy.
Watch for our Christmas letter and 2022 dues notices. We hope you are staying safe and healthy.
Fraternal,
C J Brase
Worthy Matron

Ted Smith
Worthy Patron
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Lodge Education
“You may be aware that recently I attended the Annual Session of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. Minnesota is in the Southern Jurisdiction (that will be explained
later.) Recently, I was asked when and why two Scottish Rite jurisdictions were created. To answer
that question, here is an excerpt from Illustrious Brother Arturo Dehoyos, 33° Grand Cross’s “The
Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide.”
Frederick Dalcho’s copy of the Constitutions of 1786 permitted “one Council of this Degree, in each
Nation or Kingdom in Europe—[and] two in the United States of America, as remote from each other
as possible.” As a result, the Supreme Council at Charleston created several Supreme Councils around the world, including a
second Supreme Council in the United States, which was established between 1813 and 1815, and later reorganized in
1867.
On May 1, 1813, while in New York City, Emanuel De La Motta, 33°, Treasurer General of the Supreme Council at Charleston, initiated J. J. J. Gourgas and Sampson Simson into the Thirty-third Degree. Then, on August 5, De La Motta, acting as
Grand Commander in a “special sitting,” initiated four others and “The Supreme Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the
Northern Masonic District and Jurisdiction” was organized, with New York Governor (and later Vice President) Daniel D.
Tompkins as Grand Commander. On May 21, 1814, this Supreme Council reopened and proceeded to “nominate, elect,
appoint, install and proclaim, in due, legal and ample form” the elected officers “as forming the second Grand and Supreme Council….” Finally, the charter of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction (written January 7, 1815 in Gourgas’s hand)
added, “We think the Ratification ought to be dated 21st day May 5815.”
The reason for the creation of the Supreme Council, 33°, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction (NMJ), was to combat a bogus
“Supreme Council” previously created by Joseph Cerneau, a French Mason living in New York City. Prior to immigrating to the United States, Cerneau had received a patent for the Order of the Royal Secret, which authorized him to
confer the highest degree (25°, Prince of the Royal Secret) on one Mason a year, although it limited his authority to
the northern part of Cuba. However, after moving to the United States, he created several Masonic organizations, including a “Supreme Council” in 1813, which was bold enough to imitate the name and seal of the Supreme Council at
Charleston. The group was discovered by De La Motta, who was in New York at the time. De La Motta met with Cerneau
and asked for proof of his Masonic credentials, but was rebuffed. Cerneau’s members included many prominent regular
Masons, who were deceived and continued to believe in their cause. Following an investigation, Cerneau’s activities
were denounced as irregular and unlawful, and he was expelled from Freemasonry by the Supreme Council at Charleston. Cerneau’s group denied Charleston’s authority over the Scottish Rite Degrees, and even had the temerity to
deny the existence of the Supreme Council at Charleston. In a long and interesting history the regular Scottish Rite Masons in New York continued to battle against Cerneauism, with occasional defections on both sides, until the two bodies reconciled on May 15, 1867, in what is now known as the “Union of 1867.” This resulted in the formation of the
current Supreme Council, 33°, NMJ.
In 1827 a territorial agreement was reached between the Supreme Council at Charleston and the Supreme Council,
33°, NMJ, and, at the quarterly meeting of the latter in June the agreement was unanimously accepted and confirmed.
Four months later, on October 31, 1827, the Supreme Council, 33°, NMJ issued a “Balustre” (official communication),
naming the states over which it would preside. Later, by consent of the Supreme Council at Charleston, Delaware was added to the list. The territory of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction was fixed as comprising the fifteen States north of the Mason-Dixon Line and east of the Mississippi river. The Southern Jurisdiction occupies the remaining thirty-five States, the District of Columbia, and the American territories and dependencies. As the premiere Supreme Council, it is sometimes
referred to as the “Mother Council of the World.” This is the Body to which we belong. (SEE MAP ON PAGE 3)
WB Mark Robbins
Lodge Education Officer
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In memoriam - Brother Robert L. Jefferson

It is with great sadness we announce that Brother Robert L. Jefferson laid down his working tools on September 29th, 2021.
WB Robert was a 69 year member of our lodge.
Brother Robert was raised as a Master Mason on November 8th, 1951.
https://usobit.com/obituaries-2021/robert-bob-jefferson-april-20-1928september-29-2021/
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In memoriam - Brother John P. Mueller
It is with great sadness we announce that Brother John P. Mueller laid down his working tools on May 21st, 2021. Brother
Robert was a 41 year member of our lodge.
Brother John was raised as a Master Mason on November 9th, 1980.
https://obituaries.mankatofreepress.com/obituary/john-mueller-1082425560

George Washington’s Rules For Freemasons in Life and Lodge
Rule 001: Every action done in company ought to be with some sign of respect to those that are present.
This is to say: Be respectful, positive and kind to others, try not to say or do anything that may offend or upset anyone.
Source: George Washington’s Rules for Freemasons in Life and Lodge By Mark A Tabbert

Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
BLUE LODGE
Please check the calendar at mankatomasons.org for the latest updates. Please contact the Lodge Officers if you
have any questions.
Lodge Business meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7 pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6 pm.
Lodge Special Communications are held on the 4th Tuesday at 7 pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6 pm.
Lodge Officer/Building meetings are held the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 6 pm.
Lodge is dark July and August.

OES CALENDAR
Meetings to start at 7 PM, 2nd Wednesday of the month.
December 8th, Stated Meeting
December 19th, 150th Celebration
Please contact the Officers if you have any questions.
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
WM Michael Krediet and SW Brock Peterson have been putting in a great deal of personal time and effort to oversee the Lodge building maintenance and repair projects.
On behalf of all of us who utilize the building, thank you.

At our October Stated meeting,
Mankato Lodge #12 was proud
to present Brother Jim Sinkbeil
with his 45-year pin and certificate. Thank you for your decades of dedication to the Craft!

Thank you everyone that came out and helped with the Highway cleanup
this morning. It took us about 2-1/hrs. to complete our 2 miles of highway
14. From the left: Austin, Logan, Paul, Jared, Brock, Dan’s son & daughter,
Dan, Jerry, Michael, Joshua, Houssam and off camera Rachel Krediet and
Kelsey Goettlicher. Great job everyone, next year we remember more
bags. Finds of the day, a BB gun and a whole front bumper of a car. Over 20
large bags of trash picked up…so much plastic.

Congratulations to our new Master Masons! In the
front row from the right is Jesse Evans, Joshua
Moberg, Matt Heuttl and Logan Morness. Thank you
to WB Jerry Brown & Brothers Ross and Nick for
assisting as guides. Thank you also to Brother Nick
for providing his limo as transportation. We had a
lot of laughs. Thank you to Corinthian Lodge for
putting on a great third degree.

It’s been a long haul to get from fixing the foundation drainage issues to new parking lot pavement,
now to cap it off, we have installed our new parking
signage! Haha, not sure how the rainbow happened,
maybe the Grand Architect of the Universe was
smiling too.
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

Let there be Light! Construction has
started at the lodge. The first stage is
opening and widening the lounge
doors. This will open up our main floor
floor-plan and allow room for our new
bathroom location off the main entry.

The bricks have been tediously been cut and cemented into
place around the iron. Ever
moving forward with construction.

Time for a dust barrier, to help
contain some of the demo
dust!

The doorway openings have been reinforced. Now
it’s time to start putting things back together. The
next step is to add brick back in; from the sides,
they will fill to the horizontal 2x4s.

May Brotherly love prevail and every moral and
social virtue cement us! Exciting day, the bricks/
mortar are starting to go back in. Anticipation is
building to remove the dust barriers, to reveal new
floor plan.
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor
Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

Masonic Quote
“Even a mistake may turn out to
be the one thing necessary to a
worthwhile achievement.”—Henry
Ford
Source: A Freemason Said That? By
Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge 12, 309 S. 2nd St., Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com
Website: mankatomasons.org
IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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