Volume 1

TEMPLE times
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, A.F.&A.M.

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2016

Masonic Quote
News From The East

Brothers and friends,
It's hard to believe we are already in this beautiful fall season, but
you won't hear me complain! It's my favorite time of the year.
I'm filled with gratitude as I look back on this year from the East,
and all the things the brothers have accomplished this year. We
will have a net positive in membership and new brothers; and have
made big strides in advancing our technology for many years to
come. We have a lodge phone app; brand new computer for the
office; a new cable/internet/phone provider; a new website; and the
ability to take credit cards for payment of dues, fundraising, you
name it!
Brother Jerry Brown put in a lot of work in this area, and I'd like to
personally thank him for hard work this year. I would also like to
thank all the officers and brothers of Mankato #12 for putting in the
hard work to make us better men, better husbands, better fathers,
better friends. We all have received more light! Thank you!
We will be honoring brother Mikel Akers with a Hiram award for
years of dedicated service to Mankato 12; and all our Past Masters
on November 18th at a dinner in their honor. We will take pictures
to update our Past Master's catalog at 5pm, followed by a formal
dinner at 6pm. Wives of course are invited too.
In conclusion, I want to thank you all for allowing me to serve the
Craft. This ends my 6-year run in the officer line, but I have no intention of becoming an angel. We have done a lot of great things
this year, and I will be around to help usher those changes into the
future!

“Good habits are not
made on birthdays, nor
religious character at the
new year. The workshop
of character is everyday
life. The uneventful and
commonplace hour is
where the battle is lost
or won”
Maltbie D. Babcock
Source: themasonictrowel.com
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Lodge Education
Greetings brethren. With the re-launch of the newsletter, I’d like to remind you of
what it is that makes Freemasonry different than other community or service organizations. That is our body of knowledge, esoteric and historical. A true Mason
knows that his education does not end with the rituals of the degrees and the attendant lectures. Those are just the beginning, pointing you toward continued Masonic growth toward becoming a “better man.”
So, I would encourage you to renew your commitment to educating yourself, to making “a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge.” The reservoir of sources is inexhaustible. Consider joining a research society, or subscribing to a journal that is not
connected to a research society. The world’s premier lodge of Masonic research,
Lodge Quatuor Coronati under the Grand Lodge of England, invites Masons everywhere to become members of their Correspondence Circle. http://
www.qccircle.org.uk/. This year, membership in QCCC not only got you the proceedings of their regular meetings, but a subscription to The Square magazine was
included. I find no reference to this continuing on their web sites, so it may have
been an introductory deal. If so, The Square is available at http://
www.thesquaremagazine.com/.
The oldest research society in America is The Philalethes Society. There are not
only meetings of the Minnesota members held in St. Paul, but membership brings
you a quarterly journal of very high quality Masonic writing. http://
www.freemasonry.org/.
You don’t have to be a Scottish Rite Mason to belong to the Scottish Rite Research
Society. This brings you the highly-regarded annual volume of Heredom; a quarterly
newsletter The Plumbline, an annual “bonus book” especially selected for members,
and discounts on books and certain other items in the online Scottish Rite store.
http://scottishriteresearch.com/.
Relatively new to the game is The Masonic Society, which gives you a very entertaining quarterly journal, and access to an online discussion board. http://
themasonicsociety.com/

Brothers and Sisters,
Deliver us, our Father,
from the selfishness and
egotism, which so easily
beset us. May our minds
find their way to Your
mind that our work may
result in beneficial actions not only for the
Craft, but for everyone.
Grant that we may become healers and part of
the solution to the problems we face. Help us to
speak, through love, to
the conditions, which
trouble us and our nation
so that your peace may
prevail in this place and
in our world.
So mote it be.
Source: themasonictrowel.com

If you’re more esoterically inclined, you might find Living Stones magazine to be
right up your alley. This one publishes articles where brothers “speculate” about the
meaning of the craft, and its connection to other “mystery traditions.” You can
choose hard copy or electronic, and can buy single issues at http://
www.livingstonesmagazine.com/.
There are also a lot of state-level research lodges that publish Masonic research.
One that I have recently subscribed to myself is the Southern California Research
Lodge. http://www.theresearchlodge.org/. I had only been vaguely aware of it until
recently, when a Minnesota brother who is a member told me that they had reprinted
one of my articles from The Minnesota Mason newspaper. Of course this was flattering, and has prompted me to subscribe.
Finally, I’d like to encourage all of you to go to the Grand Lodge web site, http://
www.mn-masons.org/, and enter your email address in the box on the main page to
get the monthly electronic newsletter.
Just as the newsletter has now been re-launched, why not re-launch your Masonry?
If you haven’t been to lodge in a while, we’d really like to see you!

Column By:
By Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins
Grand Lodge Education Officer

Looking For a Book Recommendation?
Check out this book!
“A Journey in Stone”
by Craig Weightman
Book Recommendation by Brother Mark
Robbins of Mankato Lodge 12.

Cereal Chapter #2, O.E.S.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We hope everyone had a good Summer. Several
members have traveled to events through the Summer. One large reception was held for all the OES
Grand Officers along with the Grand Lodge Officers.
The Moto "Work Together-Grow Together" has proven to give Sisters and Brothers the needed encouragement to truly work together, and we will grow
together.
We toured the new Masonic Childrens' Cancer Hospital in Minneapolis. Our Chapter donated over 30
bags filled with books, crayons, puzzles, paper and
pencils and other items those children can use to
pass the time while in that hospital. We hope to
gather more items for those children who must stay
there over Christmas.

Congratulations to Cori Mundt on winning the 2nd
Annual Salsa Competition on September 17th!
There were fantastic entries from all participants.

The Minnesota Masonic Charities 12th annual Gala
was held in the new Heritage Center, located next to
the Masonic Home in Bloomington. This new facility
has a beautiful lodge room to have meetings, large
dining rooms, and a theater for concerts and plays.
Remember that Masonic Charities will match the
funds raised for Community and Grand Chapter projects. There are scholarships ready to be given to
deserving young people, also to be matched by Masonic Charities. All members are urged to visit, call
or drop a card to shut-ins.
The October meeting finalized the consolidation of
Jordan Chapter #108 with Cereal Chapter. Thank
you to everyone attending to make this ceremony
so special. All 50 year members there were honored.
The November 9th meeting at 7:00pm will be in a
Thanksgiving mode, with refreshments and coffee
at 6:00pm. We are asking members to bring personal and toiletry items as well as paper products to
again donate to the womens' shelter and Theresa
House (one of our important community projects).
December 14th meeting will have a 6:00pm pot-luck
and 7:00pm meeting. Christmas attire please and
enjoy fellowship.
Dues are still $25.00 with per-capita of $15.00--total
$40.00 Please remit dues to : Janis St. Onge - 900
Hope Street #403 - Mankato MN. 56001
Cereal Chapter is dark in January and February.
Fraternally, Janet Johnson W.M. -pro tem
Ted Smith W.P.

Thank you to WB Houssam for organizing and
Brother Eric and Brother Jerry for helping out at the
Mankato River Valley 100 Masonic rest stop. The
race participants were very grateful.

EVENTS TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR!
You don’t want to miss them!

Brother Mike Kauss, Brother Jeremy Dorpinghaus, Brother Jerry Brown and his son Ethan presenting Connecting Kids a donation from Mankato Lodge on July 16th!

Brothers please join us in honoring our Past Masters.
Please mark on your calendar the upcoming Past
Masters Dinner on November 18th. We will be updating the Past Master photos at 5:00pm and dinner will
be at 6:00pm.

Beyond Mankato
Lodge
As always brothers and sisters, in all of our actions
please make sure that we do all we can to uphold the
values of masonry in every thought, word, and deed.
Please take a moment to check out Mankato Lodge
#12’s new website! www.mankatomasons.org

From the Editor:
I would like to give thanks to Worshipful Brother Glen Gober and
Brother Brandon Hebert for all of
their hard work on the newsletter. I
will endeavor to continue what you
have started.

Do You Have Something You
Would Like Advertised?
Let Us Know About it!

The
LIGHTer
Side
A small Lodge had had a string
of bad luck.
It was preparing to initiate a
candidate on a steamy evening
in June and it′s air conditioner
had stopped working. After
sweating their way through part
of the work, the Master had
asked the candidate what he
most desired.
The candidate replied "a beer".
At this juncture the WM., being
startled, whispered "light" to
the candidate.
"OK," the candidate replied, "a
lite beer."
Source: calodges.org

Contact Us
If you have a news worthy story
that you would like to have appear in our newsletter please let
us know about it!
Please email me pictures with
descriptions of your events if
you would like them in the Newsletter.
I would also welcome feedback,
questions, or concerns.
AF&AM Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Phone:
507-387-2665
Email: jerrybrown@
mankatomasons.org
Web Page:
www.mankatomasons.org
Facebook Page:
“Mankato Lodge #12”

