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News From the East

[This space was reserved for Mankato Lodge #12. We hope to hear from them for our next issue]

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
As we head into the dark of winter, we look back at a year that has tested us in many ways, and look forward with hope for a
better year to come.
As mentioned in previous articles, the COVID-19 pandemic forced the cancellation of chapter meetings from late March until
August. We were able to meet in August, September and October, but concern for the safety of our members in the face of a
new surge of COVID-19 cases led us to cancel planned November and December meetings. Since we normally do not meet in
January and February, we will probably not enter the chapter room for another four months.
In the meantime, it is up to each of us to reflect the light of our Eastern Star. Take the time to reach out to one another. A
kind word, a “thinking of you” card can brighten someone’s day. A phone call can ease the pain of isolation. It is amazing how
you can hear a smile over the phone. Find ways to support your local food shelf and other charities as you are able. In all
things, give thanks. Thank someone today, both you and the one thanked will benefit. Take good care of yourself, so that you
will be able to help others. Frame your days with prayer, praying for those near and dear to you, for teachers, health care
workers, service providers, those in positions of authority, the weak and those who are ill, and lastly for yourself.
Hopefully, by March, life will be returning to normal, and we will be able to meet and greet each other in person. March 10 th
and March 24th are scheduled stated meetings, with elections, reports and budgets to do. We’d also like to finally finish those
bylaws revisions we have been working on for so long. We would also like to vote to support various Grand Chapter and local
charity projects. Please come as you are able.
May the Lord watch between thee and me, while we are absent, one from another.
Kathy Smith, Worthy Matron Elect
Ted Smith, Worthy Patron
Cereal Chapter #2 Order of the Eastern

Star
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[This space was reserved for Job’s Daughters Bethel #9. We hope to hear from them for our next issue]

Lodge Education
In this column, I’m going to discuss another book I recently finished, and a bit about a topic that the
book brought to my mind. The book is “The Collected Prestonian Lectures: Volume Five, 19972008,” edited by A.R. Baker, published by Lewis Masonic.
The Prestonian Lecture is delivered annually by a Masonic scholar chosen by the United Grand Lodge
of England (UGLE.) Rather than give you a lengthy explanation of the history and form of the lecture,
I’ll provide you with a link where you can find out more: https://www.quatuorcoronati.com/
prestonian-lecturers/. I will note that the Minnesota ritual is a form of Preston-Webb ritual, which is
based on the original Preston work as adapted by Webb for the U.S.
Collected works are always interesting, because each chapter covers a different topic. This is no exception. I won’t try to tell
you that they were all captivating; the lecture giving biographies of every Grand Secretary of UGLE from 1813-1980 rapidly
caused by eyes to glaze over, and I abandoned that chapter after only a couple of pages. However, to give you an idea of the
variety of content, I’ll list a few. 1997: The Image of Freemasonry in Popular Fiction. 2002: The Anglo-Irish Masonic Connections. 2008: The Language of the Ritual.
One I found particularly fascinating was the 2004 lecture: “English Freemasonry: Origins, Themes, and Developments” given
by Brother A.T. Stewart. I think that many of us, if we have any image at all of the Masonic lodge in the 1700’s, picture a
rather boisterous affair of men gathered in a London pub, drinking, eating, and singing (emphasis on drinking.) While I knew
from past readings that this was an exaggerated view of the era, I was still rather surprised at what Brother Stewart found in
the minute books of the lodges of that era. Granted, not a lot of lodge minutes from that era survive, and it’s likely that not
all lodges were quite as erudite as the examples he gave, but one needs to realize that many of the men who were the
founders and fellows of The Royal Society (https://royalsociety.org/) were also Freemasons, and thus had interests far beyond jocular fellowship.
Unlike the lodge education of today (if any is conducted at all in many lodges,) which tends to be completely introspective,
looking only at Freemasonry itself, that was not so in the examples given in this lecture. Here are just a few examples of
topics presented at a couple of London lodges in the early to mid-1700’s (The Old King’s Arms Lodge, and The Lodge of
Friendship): The Nature of Stones; Principles of Astronomy; The Structure of the Eye; The Earth Not the Center of the Solar
System; Iron Used in the Construction of Buildings; The Force of Muscles; The Course of the Circulation of the Blood and Animal Spirits Thro’ the Heart as Demonstrated by Dissection; Building Methods in Ancient Persia.
Wow, huh? Remember the staircase lecture in the Second Degree? These ancient brethren really did immerse themselves
the “liberal arts and sciences.” Perhaps we need to be expanding on the topics we cover in our education sessions. Many of
you are engaged in professions or hobbies that would provide interesting fodder for a talk. Feel free to step up!
Reading these lectures fascinated me sufficiently that I’ll be looking to obtain the earlier volumes of Prestonian lectures.
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins

2

Issue #33 November 2020—February 2021

George Washington’s Rules For Freemasons in Life and Lodge
Rule 105: Set not yourself at the upper of the table; but if it is to be your due that the master of the house will have it so,
contend not, least you should trouble the company.
That is to say: Never assume a higher station or place of honor at a banquet. Wait patiently until the host directs you to
your seat. No one is bothered if you are called up from a lower place to a higher, but many may be embarrassed if you are
forced from a higher to a lower seat.
Source: George Washington’s Rules for Freemasons in Life and Lodge By Mark A Tabbert

Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
BLUE LODGE
Lodge Business meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Special Communications are held on the 4th Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Officer meetings are held the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 6pm.
Building Committee meetings are held on the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 7pm.
Due to Covid-19 current Lodge schedule is up in the air. The Lodge will notify members as soon as we have our next
meeting date. Please contact the Lodge Officers if you have any questions.

OES TENTATIVE CALENDAR
Meetings to start at 7pm
March 10th and March 24th are scheduled stated meetings, with elections, reports and budgets to do. Please contact the Officers if you have any questions.

The 2021 Officer Line was installed during the December Stated Communication. Congratulations to WM Michael Krediet, SW
Brock Petersen, JW Jared Kahle, Treasurer Paul Grabitske, Secretary Jerry Brown, SD Jeremy Dorpinghaus, JD Ross Gullickson,
SS Kevin Bradley, JS Nick Winings, LEO Mark Robbins, Chaplain Dewayne Decker and Tyler Darcy Wennes.
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor

Masonic Quote

Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.

“There are two kinds of worries-

As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

lington

those you can do something about
and those you can’t. Don’t spend
any time on the latter”—Duke El-

Source: A Freemason Said That? By
Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge 12, 309 S. 2nd St., Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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