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TEMPLE times 
 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MANKATO MASONIC BODIES WITH PERMISSION OF THE  

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA, AF & AM. 

News From the East   

Brothers and Friends 

Over the course of the summer, Mankato #12 performed Masonic funerals for WB Glen Gober 
and WB Oliver Mulford, both long time members of our lodge.  WB Glen Gober, laid down his 
working tools on July 14, 2017 at the age of 78.  He was a 41-year member of Mankato Lodge #12.  
WB Oliver Mulford, laid down his working tools on August 12, 2017 at the age of 91. He was a 
member of Mankato Lodge #12 for over 36 years and was a Mason for over 68 years. Their pass-
ing is met with great sorrow as both men contributed greatly to our lodge.  Both funerals were 
well attended by our Masons and we sent plants with our sympathies to each family.  

Charitable giving continues at Mankato #12. With the funds raised from our annual wine tasting we have been busy at 
work donating to local charities.  This year we have donated $1,200 to Connecting Kids, with an additional $1,200 match 
from MN Masonic Charities for a total of $2,400.  Connecting Kids provides financial assistant to eligible youth so they can 
participate in a variety of activities including summer camp, youth sports, art and music programs to name just a few.  
This spring, we were honored to provide three $500 scholarships to local Mankato graduating seniors; Maija Russell, An-
drea Bruns and Ellie Hodapp. Ms. Russell, Ms. Bruns and Ms. Hodapp are attending St. Olaf College, Bemidji State Univer-
sity and Drake University this fall, respectively.  In August, we donated $1,000 to Mankato North Mankato Youth Football 
League, with an additional $1,000 match from MN Masonic Charities.  These funds went to sponsor a youth football team, 
providing new square and compass Mankato Mason jerseys to the 5th grade Cowboys. Additional funds went to re-certify 
helmets; helping to prevent concussions.  Coming up in October we will be donating $500 to the proposed Fallenstein 
Playground in North Mankato, an all-inclusive playground for people of all abilities. We will also be giving $500 to Disa-
bled American Veterans of Minnesota, an organization that helps veterans get the support and services they need.   

We have had a very active social calendar since my last article. On May 31st, the brothers enjoyed the Mankato Moondogs 
opener and fireworks. All that attended had a wonderful time in the Dog Pound, eating hotdogs and hamburgers and 
sharing fellowship.  The kids and adults alike enjoyed the wonderful fireworks show.  My son Dutch even managed to 
come home with a game ball, which was his big highlight of the night.  On July 15th, Bro. Brock Peterson and Bro. Eric 
Mundt hosted the annual hog roast at Bro. Brock’s home.  The event was well attended and the food was out of this 
world.  Thank you to both brothers for heading up this event. Lastly, on September 17th, we hosted our third annual salsa 
competition at the Salsa Salsa Fiesta.   We had 10 salsa entries this year and I am excited to announce that Bro. Mark So-
las is the official 2017 Salsa cookoff Champion.  As a twist this year, my beautiful wife arranged to have a salsa dance in-
structor come in and teach us how to salsa dance. With over 30 guests in attendance the dance floor was full and amusing 
antics ensued as we all learned to Salsa.  Great job everyone with trying the new dance and getting out of your comfort 
zone.  Thank you Salsa Mankato for coming in to teach us.  

Michael Krediet, W.M. 
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Disclaimer: Once again, I’m featuring a column I wrote several years ago for the Grand Lodge eMa-
son electronic newsletter.  Many of you are new to Masonry since I wrote this, and many of you 
don’t subscribe (or didn’t back then) to the electronic newsletter.  I hope you find some value in 
this: 

“[T]here are some Masons who think that the mere act of initiation is at once followed by an influx of 
all Masonic knowledge.  They need no further study or research.  All that they require to know has 
already been received by a sort of intuitive process. … [W]hen a candidate enters the fold of Masonry 
he should feel that there is something in it better than its mere grips and signs, and that he should 

endeavor with all his ability to attain some knowledge of that better thing.” ~Albert Mackey, Reading Masons & Masons Who 
Do Not Read, 1875. 

This is as true today as it was 139 years ago.  Many of our lodges have just completed two months of “being dark.”  Did you 
spend some time in search of “more light in Masonry” during this time?  Are you curious to know more about the various 
competing theories of our history, or to better understand our symbols? 

It is even easier in our time than it was in Mackey’s day to seek this further light, as there is a wealth of information available 
on the internet.  I usually make it a habit to spend some time every evening perusing Masonic discussion boards or reading 
essays online.  Some of our generation’s most productive Masonic scholars are active online, sharing their knowledge with 
the brethren daily. 

Just this weekend I traveled to Illinois to attend the joint symposium of The Philalethes Society and The Masonic Society.  
The banquet speaker was Wor. Bro. Andrew Hammer, author of Observing The Craft – The Pursuit of Excellence In Masonic 
Labor and Observance.  As he usually does, he spoke passionately and eloquently about the need to appreciate what it is 
that is special about Freemasonry; what separates us from just another service organization.  Certainly, one of those things is 
the study of our Masonic philosophy. 

Over the summer I also started working on the Master Craftsman III program of the Scottish Rite, which covers the symbolic 
Lodge.  This has me re-reading Ill.˙. Bro.˙. Albert Pike’s Esoterica: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, edited 
by Ill.˙. Bro.˙. Arturo DeHoyos.  Do you want to know Pike’s interpretation of the meaning of the Square and Compasses?  The 
working tools?  The weapons and blows of the Ruffians?  The words and grips?  Are you interested in the old manuscripts 
that were the genesis of our rituals?  If so, this book, and the Master Craftsman III program is for you.  You don’t have to be a 
member of the Scottish Rite, nor do you have to have done MC-I or II in order to avail yourself of this outstanding education-
al opportunity.  The Scottish Rite has made the cost of the program including the book less than buying the book alone!  
Check it out at their online store. 

Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins 

Grand Lodge Education Officer  

Lodge Education 

Reading         Recommendation 

Bro.˙. Albert Pike’s Esoterica: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, edited by Ill.˙. Bro.˙. 
Arturo DeHoyos.  Do you want to know Pike’s interpretation of the meaning of the Square and Com-
passes?  The working tools?  The weapons and blows of the Ruffians?  The words and grips?  Are you 
interested in the old manuscripts that were the genesis of our rituals?  If so, this book is for you.    

 

Recommend by Grand Lodge LEO Mark Robbins. 
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Hello Sisters and Brothers of Cereal Chapter, 

 

Summer has flown by and the leaves are beginning to change their colors which means autumn is at hand. These are my fa-

vorite months of the year when bonfires and sweatshirt/jacket weather come into play. 

 

Our Rob Morris Observance was September 13 when we renewed our obligation and landmarks. Keep our members who 

need cheer in your thoughts and prayers. It is such a comfort to know we have extra support from our Eastern Star family. Do 

nor forget to inform us if there is a sunshine need for yourself or another Star member. You may contact me via email or 

phone. 612-708-1011 or cjstar22@icloud.com 

 

We are looking forward to honoring our Masons October 11th or November 8th. We are hoping to have some of the Lodge 

members join us for a sharing time after our regular meeting. 

 

Please keep collecting bottle caps for the Children's Museum. Bring your clean bottle caps of various sizes to one of our 

meetings or pass them along to another member to deliver them for you.  

Also keep in mind that Cereal Chapter is once again doing our 3 for 1 project for Grand Chapter. You may purchase naming 

rights to one of WGM Peg's fabric hearts to go to Grand Chapter for decoration on the near east trees which will then be given 

to our Masonic Home residents and the Children's Hospital after Grand Chapter. Your $2.00 donation per heart can be a me-

morial for someone or can have your name shown in support of the Grand Chapter projects. SO have a heart and donate a 

fabric heart (or two or three) for Peg. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at our Chapter meetings and hopefully at events in between times. You are important to us. 

Your best title is Member of the Order of Eastern Star. Keep your Starlight shining! 

 

C J Brase, Worthy Matron 

Ted Smith, Worthy Patron 

Samantha Davis (right) and Laura Kruger (left) of Lake Crystal have both received the Pat Rasmussen Continuing Educa-

tion Scholarship for 2017. Samantha is the granddaughter of a Master Mason. She is attending Mankato State University. 

Laura is a great granddaughter of a Master Mason. She is attending Winona State. They were sponsored by Cereal Chap-

ter #2, Barbara Spenser PM. 

javascript:top.opencompose('cjstar22@icloud.com','','','1')
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Bethel #9 welcomed two new members on June 11th, 
Alayna Bruns and Kiara Rahman! 

Bethel #9 participated in the fun days parade. Passing out candy and miniature wands. The Honor Queen Andrea Burns, 
Senior Princess Kennady Legg and Junior Princess Xandra Zachmann rode on the Jobs Daughters float. 

July 9th installation of Honor Queen Kennady Legg, 
Senior Princess Xandra Zachmann, Junior Princess Rain 

Clark! 
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

Congratulations to Brother Mark Solis on 
winning this years Salsa Competition!  

October 

Tuesday, 24th – 6PM Lodge Dinner 

Tuesday, 24th –  7PM  Special Communication 

Friday, 27th—Parking Lot Repair at Lodge 

Friday, 27th—Hurricane Relief Fundraiser 

Friday, 28th Kerfoot Zipline Canopy Tour 

Friday, 29th—Halloween Party, 2nd Annual 

 

November 

Friday, 10th—Table Lodge 

Tuesday, 7th—KidsID Training 

Friday, 11th—KidsID Event 

Monday, 13th – 6PM Officers Meeting 

Monday, 13th – 7PM Building Committee 

Tuesday, 14th – 6PM Dinner at Rounders 

Tuesday, 14th – 7PM Officer Elections 

Tuesday, 28th – 6PM Lodge Dinner (Wardens) 

What a great night at the Salsa Competition! Thank you to 
everyone for coming out. All the salsas where delicious. 
Learning how to Salsa dance was a blast! To top it off, I 

think we had almost as much fun taking all the decorations 
down. The ladder races were the unexpected competition 

of the evening. Fun all around.  
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

Andrew Krediet visiting the grave of General 
John Tourtellotte at Arlington National Cem-

etery. General Tourtellotte was a member 
of Mankato Lodge #12. 

Congratulations to Maija Russell (left) and Andrea Burns (above) on 
receiving a $500 scholarship from Mankato Lodge #12 and its Charities 

Committee.  

Worshipful Master Michael Krediet presenting Mankato, North 
Mankato Youth Football organization with a donation from 

Mankato Lodge #12. The Lodge's donation was matched by Min-
nesota Masonic Charities.  We are proud to sponsor MNMYF 

Cowboys! 

Brother Brock Petersen presenting a $500 
donation to the Fallenstein Playground on 
behalf of the Mankato Masonic Charities 

and Mankato Lodge #12.  
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

Mankato Lodge #12 is holding a Hurricane Relief Fund-

raiser at our Lodge in Mankato, MN on October 27th 

from 4-8pm. Address is 209 S 2nd Street. 

Proceeds will be donated to aid victims of hurricane 

Harvey, Irma and Maria. Please invite your family and 

friends. Let’s support our fellow citizens during their 

time of crisis. 

Suggested donation is $6. If you are interested in mak-

ing a donation but are unable to attend please visit our 

website at www.mankatomasons.org. Scroll to the 

bottom of the page and click the donation button. 

Congratulations to our newest Entered Apprentice, Garrett 
Cabasal!  
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events 
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Grand Architect of the Universe,  

I thank you, Lord, for knowing me better than I know myself, and for letting me know myself better than others know me. 

Make me, I pray you, better than they suppose, and forgive me for what they do not know.  

So mote it be. 

http://www.prayingeachday.org/100Prayers.pdf 

Chaplains Corner 

Worshipful Brother Oliver “Ollie” Mulford 

Worshipful Brother Oliver "Ollie" Mulford laid down his working tools and is now resting peacefully in the celestial lodge 

above. He was a long time active member of Lodge #12 and will be truly missed. Thank you Brother! Rest In Peace.  

Mankato Lodge #12 would like to inform it’s members that the Grand Lodge of Minnesota will be increasing the per capita 

dues per person by $11. This is a decision made by Grand Lodge. You will notice the increase when you receive your dues 

notice for this coming year.  

Grand Lodge Dues Increase Notice 

Mrs. Mulford was very grateful for the response of honoring Oliver Mulford and for the heart filled feeling that we felt for 

Ollie. The Mulford family was very impressed with the Masonic prayer service ritual; they had never been to a service be-

fore. 

Pat Mulford called Curt Hanson about a week later that she had some items for him to pick up. Some of these items were 

from the Mankato Commandery and also the Blue Earth Chapter of which Ollie was a member. He transferred to St. Peter 

when they were disbanded a number of years ago. The Mulford family also received memorials, one of which was from Ber-

nice Crandon who knew him from the Eastern Star in Gilman, Iowa. Another was from Curt Hanson and his wife with a small 

donation to the family. All of which was given to the Mankato Lodge. Pat Mulford and family gave a check and card to the 

Mankato Lodge. 

Pat also wants to thank everyone for the lovely plant and that she appreciates it very much. She also would like to thank 

everyone who attended.  
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The LIGHTer Side A Note from the Editor 

I hope you enjoyed this issue. Please 

send feedback to the contact below. 

Thank you to everyone that has sent 

me support and suggestions as I work 

on this publication.  

As always in all our actions make sure 

we do all we can to uphold the values 

of Masonry in every thought word and 

deed.  

Contact Us 

Mankato Lodge #12, 309 South 2nd Street, Mankato, 

MN 56001                                                                                       

Phone: 507-387-2665                                                             

Email: templetimes12@gmail.com 

Mankato Lodge #12 

309 South 2nd Street 

Mankato, MN 56001 

 

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR  

ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE. 

A Note from the Editor 

“What’s right about America is 

that although we have a mess of 

problems, we have the capacity, 

intellect and resources to do some-

thing about them.—Henry Ford  

Source: A Freemason Said That? By 

Todd E. Creason 

Masonic Quote 


