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News From the East

Howdy Brethren,
We are back, well kind of, with these times of covid-19 we are meeting for business but still no degree work in lodge yet.
Grand Lodge has been having Enter Apprentice one days to help get some of these new guys in the lodge. Still great to see
everyone again.
I would like to congrats to; Austin Claude, Luke Eichberger, Jesse Evans, Dan Goettlicher, Logan Morness, Noah Paro, James
Taylor, and Taylor Zinkle on becoming Mankato Lodge 12's newest Entered Apprentices.
Once again brothers stay safe, stay positive, and stay level we will get through this.
Brock Petersen
Your Master during Covid

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Greetings to all, I hope you have been able to enjoy the beautiful fall weather we’ve had so far. And I hope that as the weather turns cooler that we can enjoy that too. If you’re prepared for it, and dressed for it, almost all weather is good. Cereal
Chapter has met twice since our COVID-19 “vacation”; we’ve installed officers, added a new member to our chapter, caught
up on correspondence, and are working on updating our bylaws (oh, what fun!) Seriously, though, we are keeping our
meetings short and upbeat. Our next stated meeting will be held October 21, 2020 at 7 pm. (Note change of date; the building is not available to us on the 14th). We are planning a little edutainment, we hope to have a few visitors, and dressing for
Halloween is allowed/encouraged. (No hats during meetings, but courtesy of COVID-19 guidelines, masks or face shields are
necessary.)
Looking ahead, to our November and December meetings, we hope to vote on our charitable contributions to our community
and to Grand Chapter projects. Please note that the dates of these 2 meetings may also have to be changed, so check before
coming. Even if you cannot attend, please know we are thinking of you, and ask that you think of us too.
Fall is a season of changes; in the face of changes thrust upon us we must adapt. Hopefully we can meet the challenges before us with courage, empathy, and good cheer.
Stay safe,
Kathy Smith, Worthy Matron Elect
Ted Smith, Worthy Patron
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September 27th, Bethel #9 had a great
time completing their highway clean up.

We are excited to announce Bethel #9 reconvened
in person meetings September 2020. It’s good to be
home.

Lodge Education
Every once in a while, I revisit the topic of “Masons who read.” Several years ago, I put a column in
this newsletter that began with the following quote:
“[T]here are some Masons who think that the mere act of initiation is at once followed by an influx of
all Masonic knowledge. They need no further study or research. All that they require to know has
already been received by a sort of intuitive process. … [W]hen a candidate enters the fold of Masonry
he should feel that there is something in it better than its mere grips and signs, and that he should
endeavor with all his ability to attain some knowledge of that better thing.” ~Albert Mackey, Reading
Masons & Masons Who Do Not Read, 1875.
Our recent situation finds many of us with more time in the house than we used to have. How many of us have taken advantage of this time to further our Masonic knowledge? We came to Masonry (or should have come to Masonry) seeking
the esoteric knowledge that it contains. There have been, quite literally, tens of thousands of books written on the Craft, not
to mention the ocean of material in shorter journal articles.
An interesting book I just finished last night is Rediscovered Rituals of English Freemasonry by David Harrison. I’ll give you
Dr. Harrison’s own summation of the book: “My latest work Rediscovered Rituals of English Freemasonry is now out with
Lewis Masonic. The book examines the high-grade degrees found in Richard Carlile’s classic expose The Manual of Freemasonry, which has always been a work that I felt needed more attention. The book is divided up into two parts: part one presents a biography of Richard Carlile and looks at the influences for the Manual, and part two examines the degrees presented
in the expose, some of which appear to have been practiced in England during the early nineteenth century.
This new work can be seen as a follow-on from The Lost Rites and Rituals of Freemasonry, and indeed, some of the high degrees discussed in the new book are also referred to in the previous book, especially with the Rite of Seven Degrees and in my
discussion of the Francken Manuscript. The new book, available in hardback, comprises of over 50,000 words, around 40 images, nearly 400 footnotes, a detailed bibliography and index.”

Continued on Page 3
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There are multiple “exposés” from this time period. What I found particularly fascinating about Carlile’s exposé is that he went
beyond the three Craft degrees, and wrote on as much as he could find on every additional high degree that was then being
conferred in England. I was somewhat surprised to find that this many degrees were being fairly widely worked at this early
period. This showed that Masons have always sought “more light,” and that it wasn’t merely a desire to be able to claim more
degrees than others. I was particularly interested in the Rite of Seven Degrees, which Dr. Harrison points out is still being
worked in Bristol, England. I’d known that the “Bristol Working” was very different from most of England, I didn’t know just
how it differed. Now I’m looking forward to Dr. Harrison’s forthcoming book focused just on this rite.
This exposé shows how the various high degrees filled in a lot of gaps between the Craft degrees, and are not just degrees for
the sake of more degrees. If you are a brother who has joined one of the appendant bodies, you’ll find the descriptions of the
degrees to be similar to many degrees being conferred in 21st Century Minnesota Masonic bodies, and likely gain an even better
understanding to how the whole puzzle fits together (although I doubt that I’ll live long enough to ever complete the puzzle.)
If you’d like to read this for yourself, it’s available from https://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/david-harrison_1.
Worshipful Brother Mark Robbins

George Washington’s Rules For Freemasons in Life and Lodge
Rule 105: Be not angry at the table whatever happens; & if you have reason to be so, show it not; put on a cheerful countenance especially if there be strangers, for good humor makes one dish of meat a feast.
That is to say: When dining with others never show anger, even if you have just cause. Encourage everyone to be happy,
most especially strangers, for a good time may be had even if the food is poor or sparse.
Source: George Washington’s Rules for Freemasons in Life and Lodge By Mark A Tabbert

Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events
BLUE LODGE
Lodge Business meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Special Communications are held on the 4th Tuesday at 7pm. Dinner and fellowship prior at 6pm.
Lodge Officer meetings are help the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 6pm.
Building Committee meetings are held on the first Monday prior to the Lodge Business meeting each month at 7pm.
Due to Covid-19 current Lodge schedule is up in the air. The Lodge will notify members as soon as we have our next
meeting date. Please contact the Lodge Officers if you have any questions.

OES TENTATIVE CALENDAR
Meetings to start at 7pm
Due to Covid-19 current OES schedule is up in the air. We will notify members as soon as we have our next meeting
date. It is our hope to have a meeting in August. Please contact the Officers if you have any questions.
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Recent Fellowship and Upcoming Events

Congratulations to Mankato’s newest Entered Apprentices. Austin Claude, Luke Eichberger, Jesse Evans,
Dan Goettlicher, Logan Morness, Noah Paro, James Taylor and Taylor Zinkle!

A big thank you to Rachel Krediet for completing the reupholstery of the alter in the Lodge room. A new
electrical plug was even added in the toe kick for easier Lodge setup. Here are the before and after photos!
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The LIGHTer Side

A Note from the Editor
Please send feedback to the contact
below. Thank you to everyone that
has sent me support and suggestions
as I work on this publication.
As always in all our actions make sure
we do all we can to uphold the values
of Masonry in every thought word and
deed.

Masonic Quote
“Observe food faith and justice
toward all nations. Cultivate peace
and harmony with all”—George
Washington
Source: A Freemason Said That? By
Todd E. Creason

Contact Us
Mankato Lodge 12, 309 S. 2nd St., Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-387-2665
Email: templetimes12@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL RATHER THAN IN PRINT PLEASE EMAIL YOUR
ADDRESS TO THE CONTACT ABOVE.

Mankato Lodge #12
309 South 2nd Street
Mankato, MN 56001
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